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Kathy Swanson is a UCCE Master Gardener, Member of the Master Gardener Board and Coordinator of the 

Speakers Bureau, Master Composter, board member of Victoria Ave Forever and a member of the American 

Rose Society, also President of the RainCross Rose Society.  Board member for Kids and Roses through the 

American Rose Society.   

 

Her love of gardening started at an early age, but not until she bought almost 2 acres in Riverside in 1988 did 

she really learn and apply her skills.  She now has a grape Vineyard with 100 Zinfandel wine vines, Fruit 

orchard with 16 different fruit trees and Citrus grove with 8 different kinds of citrus, berry patch, ponds, Raised 

Vegetable garden, about 1000 bulbs, butterfly garden, Herb garden and Rose garden. Raises steers, pigs and 

chickens in a chicken tractor which moves from raised bed to raised bed in her garden to fertilize the beds.  

 

Kathy LOVES her garden and practices organic Gardening, Composting, and water wise gardening with miles 

of drip irrigation, Vermiculture, companion planting, to attract visiting birds and butterflies, eatable 

landscaping,   She is also a Rosarian, and an active gardener.  

 

Has been featured twice on the Riverside Utilities Radio program, Green Power. 

 

Kathy’s presentations include Rose Basics, Composting Basics, Protect and Nurture the soil, Edible 

Garden/Landscape, Herbs, Bulbs, Raised Bed Vegetable gardening.   

 

Besides gardening, Kathy’s other interests include her first grandchild, Horses, Chickens, worms, Quilting, beer 

brewing and wine making with her husband. 

 

A native of California and a past Riverside City employee, as the Landscape Inspector of the beautiful Victoria 

Ave and the Historic Downtown area. 

Volunteering has been a way of life for her from Room mom, team mom, Cub Scout and Girl Scout leader.   

 

--------------------------- 

 
The University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) Master Gardeners of Riverside County, California, are a 

dedicated group of trained volunteers that provide assistance and share information about gardening in and around the 

Riverside County area.   The purpose of the Master Gardener Program is to extend research-based, scientifically accurate 

information to the public about home horticulture and pest management.   For free gardening advice, call our telephone 

hotline at 951-683-6491, or email hotline at mgriverside@ucdavis.edu.   

 
The University of California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities. (Complete nondiscrimination 

policy statement can be found at http://groups.ucanr.org/ANR_AA/files/54635.doc).  Direct inquiries regarding the University’s nondiscrimination 

policies to the Affirmative Action Director, University of California, ANR, 1111 Franklin St., 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94607, (510) 987-0096.  
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