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The Holy Bible  
A Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Narrations and Comments by Paul McMillan 

. 

Comment: Various religious traditions and ethnic 
groups consider different writings to be sacred 
or holy. These writings are valued because they 
provide instruction for life. Wikipedia lists 47 
such groups. Probably none of these writings 
have been as widely circulated as have the 
Christian Scriptures. Jesus and the apostles 
based their faith on the Jewish Septuagint 
(LXX), the Greek translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures completed about 300 BC.  Note their 
use by Jesus in the following story. (Luke 
24:13-35) 

Reader: Behold, two of them were going that very 
day to a village named Emmaus, which was 
sixty stadia

]
 from Jerusalem. They talked with 

each other about all of these things which had 
happened. While they talked and questioned 
together, Jesus himself came near, and went 
with them. But their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. 

Reader: He said to them, What are you talking 
about as you walk, and are sad? 

Reader: One of them, named Cleopas, answered 
him, Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 
who doesn’t know the things which have 
happened there in these days? 

Reader: He said to them, What things?. 

Reader: They said to him, The things concerning 
Jesus, the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the people; 
and how the chief priests and our rulers 
delivered him up to be condemned to death, and 
crucified him. But we were hoping that it was he 
who would redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since these things 
happened. Also, certain women of our company 
amazed us, having arrived early at the tomb; and 
when they didn’t find his body, they came 
saying that they had also seen a vision of angels, 
who said that he was alive. Some of us went to 
the tomb, and found it just like the women had 
said, but they didn’t see him. 

Reader: He said to them, Foolish men, and slow of 
heart to believe in all that the prophets have 
spoken! Didn’t the Christ have to suffer these 
things and to enter into his glory? Beginning 
from Moses and from all the prophets, he 
explained to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself. 

Reader: They came near to the village, where they 
were going, and he acted like he would go 
further. They urged him, saying, 

Readers: Stay with us, for it is almost evening, and 
the day is almost over. 

Reader: He went in to stay with them. When he 
had sat down at the table with them, he took the 
bread and gave thanks. Breaking it, he gave to 
them. Their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him, and he vanished out of their 
sight. They said to one another, 

Readers: Weren’t our hearts burning within us, 
while he spoke to us along the way, and while 
he opened the Scriptures to us? 

Reader: They rose up that very hour, returned to 
Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered 
together, and those who were with them, saying, 

Reader: The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared 
to Simon!  

Reader: They related the things that happened 
along the way, and how he was recognized by 
them in the breaking of the bread.. 

Comment: What are those ancient Hebrew writings 
that foretold the coming of the Messiah and how 
he would live and die for the sins of the human 
race?  They are the 39 books of what we call the 
Old Testament 

Narrator: First there are the 5 Books of Moses, 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy. They are also called the 
Pentateuch (5 books) or the Torah (law). 
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Narrator: Genesis, the book of beginnings, 
recounts the stories of creation week, the fall of 
Adam and Eve, the flood and the call of Abram. 
God makes a promise to him that through his 
seed the entire world would be blessed. Then 
God predicts that Abram’s descendents would 
be oppressed as slaves for 400 years. Genesis 
ends with the story of Joseph and his family all 
going to Egypt. 

Narrator: Exodus and Leviticus tell the story of 
how God used Moses to deliver the children of 
Israel from Egyptian slavery. God then gave 
them laws at Mount Sinai that would govern this 
new nation of over 1 million people and 
instructed them as to how they were to worship 
Him. 

Narrator: In the book of Numbers the Israelites 
come to the border of Canaan, the land God had 
promised to give them, but they refused to trust 
him to deliver it into their hands. As a result 
they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years 
until that generation died. God provided water 
from a rock and manna to eat. 

Narrator: Deuteronomy is Moses’ final instruction 
for the people he had led for 40 years. He 
recounts their wanderings, repeats God’s 
commandments, and tells them of the blessings 
they would experience if they obeyed God and 
the curses if they did not.  He gives the 
leadership to Joshua who will lead them into the 
Promised Land. 

Comment: These books are foundational not only 
to the Jewish faith but also for Christians. They 
are cited many times in the New Testament. 

Narrator: The Books of History follow the 
Pentateuch. They are-Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 
First.Samuel, Second.Samuel, First & Second 
Kings, First & Second.Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther 

Narrator: These books trace the history of this new 
nation from the time that Joshua led them across 
the Jordan River (about 1500 BC) to their return 
to Canaan after 70 years of Babylonian captivity 
(About 538 BC) 

Narrator: The Books of Poetry are Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs,  

Narrator: The book of Job reveals in a dramatic 
way how the lives of people can be involved in 

the struggle between God and the rebel angel, 
Satan. Both of them are seeking our allegiance. 

Narrator: The book of Psalms consists mostly of 
song lyrics written by King David.  Most of his 
life he lived close to God and God honored him 
be giving him insights into the plan of 
Salvation.  So there are many prophetic 
references to Jesus the Messiah. 

Narrator: The books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and 
the Song of Songs were by Solomon, son of 
David.  He was the third king of Israel and 
noted for his wisdom, wealth and the 
construction of a magnificent temple. 

Narrator:  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
and Daniel are the Major Prophets. They lived 
and served just before and during the 
Babylonian exile. Their writings deal largely 
with the sins of Israel in their day but they also 
contain insights into the origin of evil and the 
plan of Salvation. 

Narrator: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah. 
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi are the Minor Prophets 
and they conclude the Old Testament. These 
prophets lived and served during the time when 
the kingdoms of Israel and Judah were 
disintegrating. As such they gave repeated calls 
for God’s people to repent and return to 
worshiping the true God instead of the gods of 
the heathen around them. 

 

Comment: You will notice that there were many 
different authors of the books of the Old 
Testament and they lived at different times.  As 
their writings were passed down from 
generation to generation they became 
established as valid communications from God.  
In a similar way the writings that make up the 
New Testament were mostly written before 150 
AD. They were circulated among the churches 
and those deemed to be faithful to Jesus and the 
rest of Scripture were collected into one volume.  
This became our New Testament.  

Narrator: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are 
called the Gospels because they contain the 
good news about the kingdom of God that Jesus 
brought to our world. Written by 4 different 
authors they give slightly different accounts of 
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the life and death of Jesus but they are in 
agreement about whom Jesus is - the Creator, 
Son of God. 

Narrator: The Acts of the Apostles and the book of 
Romans trace the development of the church 
during the first century. The Church grew out of 
Judaism and the doctrines that distinguish 
Christianity from Judaism are best articulated by 
Paul in the book of Romans. 

Narrator: The remainder of the New Testament 
consists of letters that further develop these 
doctrines. They are; 1. Corinthians, 2. 
Corinthians, Galatians. Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 1. Thessalonians, 2. Thessalonians, 
1. Timothy, 2. Timothy, Titus, Philemon, 
Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1. John, 2. 
John, 3. John, Jude, Revelation. 

Narrator: The book of Revelation is a special letter 
written to the 7 churches in Asia.  It was written 
by John the Apostle about 100 AD.  It contains 
admonition not only for the churches to which it 
was addressed but also for the churches to the 
end of time. It’s highly symbolic visions have 
brought hope for believers ever since it was 
written for it clearly portrays Jesus as the 
ultimate victor over all evil. 

Comment: So why should this collection of 
writings be considered sacred? What makes 
them different from other stories and essays? 
What identifies this as The Word of God? The 
very first verse introduces a Creator God who is 
present in all of these sacred Scriptures and 
whose Word has infinite power.  

Reader: Genesis:1:1   says, In the beginning, God
 

created the heavens and the earth.. 

Reader: And The apostle John wrote in John:1:1-3; 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made through him. Without him was not 
anything made that has been made. 

Reader: The Psalmist agrees – Ps 33:6-9   By 
Yahweh’s word, the heavens were made; 
    all their army by the breath of his mouth. 
He gathers the waters of the sea together as a 
heap. 
    He lays up the deeps in storehouses. 
Let all the earth fear Yahweh. 

    Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in 
awe of him. 
For he spoke, and it was done. 
    He commanded, and it stood firm.. 

Comment:  Clearly God’s Word is powerful so that 
Jesus himself is called the Word. But how is that 
power manifest in people’s lives. Hear the story 
of Philip, one of the first deacons in Acts 8:26-
40   

Reader: But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, 
saying, Arise, and go toward the south to the 
way that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. 
This is a desert.  

Reader: He arose and went; and behold, there was a 
man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority 
under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who 
was over all her treasure, who had come to 
Jerusalem to worship. He was returning and 
sitting in his chariot, and was reading the 
prophet Isaiah..  

Reader : The Spirit said to Philip, Go near, and join 
yourself to this chariot. 

 Reader: Philip ran to him, and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet, and said, Do you understand 
what you are reading? 

Reader:
 
He said, How can I, unless someone 

explains it to me? He begged Philip to come up 
and sit with him. Now the passage of the 
Scripture which he was reading was this, 

Reader: He was led as a sheep to the slaughter. 
    As a lamb before his shearer is silent, 
    so he doesn’t open his mouth. 
In his humiliation, his judgment was taken 
away. 
    Who will declare His generation? 
    For his life is taken from the earth. 

Reader: The eunuch answered Philip, Who is the 
prophet talking about? About himself, or about 
someone else? 

Reader: Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
from this Scripture, preached to him Jesus.  

Reader: As they went on the way, they came to 
some water, and the eunuch said,  

Reader: Behold, here is water. What is keeping me 
from being baptized? 



01-Holy Scriptures 
 

4 
 

Reader: Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your 
heart, you may.’  

Reader: He answered, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God.’ 

Reader: He commanded the chariot to stand still, 
and they both went down into the water, both 
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 

Reader: When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, and the 
eunuch didn’t see him any more, for he went on 
his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at 
Azotus. Passing through, he preached the Good 
News to all the cities, until he came to Caesarea. 

Comment: In this account an angel and the Spirit 
led Philip to one who was seeking to know God.  
In a similar way God chose people to be his 
spokespersons and they wrote what God had 
communicated to them. This is what Peter had 
in mind in 2 Peter:1:20,21,   

Reader: knowing this first that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of private interpretation. For no 
prophecy ever came by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spoke, being moved by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Reader: Paul wrote to Timothy (2 Tim.:3:16,17) 
Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work. 

Comment: This Scripture tells us not only how it 
came to be but it also suggests what it can do for 
us, that the man of God may be complete.. Since 
Scripture is God-breathed we need God’s Spirit 
to open our understanding and our wills so that 
we will allow Him to transform us into the kind 
of people He wants us to be.  This process can 
be likened to a dark path that is illuminated by 
His Word. As seen in the following verses 
David and Solomon both recognized this... 

Reader: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
for my path.  (Ps. 119:105) 

Reader:  For the commandment is a lamp, and the 
law is light. Reproofs of instruction are the way 
of life, Proverbs:6:23    

Reader: When accepted into our hearts as a guide 
for life we find with Solomon that, every word 

of God is flawless. He is a shield to those who 
take refuge in him.  (Prov. 30:5) 

Comment: The Holy Scriptures reveal to us His 
will. Our characters and experience are judged 
by them and through them we can learn sound 
doctrine and come to appreciate God’s love for 
humankind. 

 Reader : Turn to the law and to the testimony! If 
they don’t speak according to this word, surely 
there is no morning for them.  (Isa. 8:20) 

Comment: This is a clear call to test everything by 
the Scriptures. It implies that there will be 
writings and teachings that are not from God 
and must be identified and rejected. 

Reader: Jesus prayed, Sanctify them in your truth. 
Your word is truth.. ( John 17:17) 

Reader: For this cause we also thank God without 
ceasing, that, when you received from us the 
word of the message of God, you accepted it not 
as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the 
word of God, which also works in you who 
believe..  (1 Thess. 2:13) 

 

Reader:  For the word of God is living and active, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and is able to discern the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. (Heb. 4:12) 

Comment: Jesus’ prayer for our sanctification is 
answered when we accept the messages of the 
Bible not as men’s words and thoughts but 
rather as the very Word of God. For those words 
are powerful. By them God created the universe 
by them our innermost thoughts and intentions 
are revealed. Not only do His words convict us 
of sin but they lead us to repentance. By 
accepting His gift of grace we are forgiven, 
cleansed and empowered to walk in paths of 
righteousness for His Name’s sake.  

Note: The Psalmist said,” I have hidden your word 
in my heart, that I might not sin against you. Ps. 
119:11 Therefore the readers of this collection 
of Bible readings are encouraged to memorize 
choice promises and instructions. A good 
starting point is to memorize the Books of the 
Bible in order. 


