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The Father 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Reader: In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth. (Gen. 1:1 ) 

Comment: Here we are back at the beginning.  The 

beginning of what?  Who is God?  We have 

already established that there are 3 Beings who 

work together so closely, like a hand in a glove, 

that they are said to be One.  But Jesus spoke of 

the Father in this way 

Reader: 
 
My Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all. No one is able to snatch them 

out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are 

one. John 10: 29, 30 

 Comment: Clearly while he lived on this earth, 

Jesus looked to the Father as supreme. And the 

vision given to John reveals an awesome Being 

seated on a throne in heaven surrounded by 

awesome creatures praising Him. Let us, in our 

imagination, share in this experience as 

recorded in Revelation 4; 

 Reader: After these things I looked and saw a door 

opened in heaven, . . . Behold, there was a 

throne set in heaven, and one sitting on the 

throne that looked like a jasper stone and a 

sardius. 

Reader:. There was a rainbow around the throne, 

like an emerald to look at. 
. . . 

 Out of the throne 

proceed lightnings, sounds, and thunders. There 

were seven lamps of fire burning before his 

throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 

Reader: Before the throne was something like a sea 

of glass, similar to crystal. 

Reader: In the middle of the throne, and around the 

throne were four living creatures . . . . They 

have no rest day and night, saying, 

Reader: “Holy, holy, holy
[a]

 is the Lord God, the 

Almighty, who was and who is and who is to 

come!” 

Reader: When the living creatures give glory, 

honor, and thanks to him who sits on the throne, 

to him who lives forever and ever, the twenty-

four elders fall down before him who sits on the 

throne, and worship him who lives forever and 

ever, and throw their crowns before the throne, 

saying, 

Reader: Worthy are you, our Lord and God, the 

Holy One, to receive the glory, the honor, and 

the power, for you created all things, and 

because of your desire they existed, and were 

created!” 

Comment: We find further evidence, that it is God 

the Father who is the center of worship and 

praise.  In 1 Corinthians 15.22-28.we find- 

Reader: For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all 

will be made alive. But each in his own order: 

Christ the first fruits, then those who are 

Christ’s, at his coming. 

Reader 
 
Then the end comes, when he will deliver 

up the Kingdom to God, even the Father; when 

he will have abolished all rule and all authority 

and power. For he must reign until he has put all 

his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that 

will be abolished is death. For, “He put all 

things in subjection under his feet. 

Reader:. But when he says, “All things are put in 

subjection”, it is evident that he is excepted who 

subjected all things to him. When all things 

have been subjected to him, then the Son will 

also himself be subjected to him who subjected 

all things to him, that God may be all in all. 

 

Comment: So we see that even Christ after his 

ascension looks to the Father as Supreme.  

When faced with such a being our first response 

is fear. But while we owe Him all due respect 

and honor, are there reasons for us to have 
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different kinds of emotional responses?  

Certainly the message of John 3:16 is one of 

love. 

Reader: 
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

Reader: And 1 John 4:7-9 reads Beloved, let us 

love one another, for love is of God; and 

everyone who loves has been born of God, and 

knows God. He who doesn’t love doesn’t know 

God, for God is love. 

Reader: By this God’s love was revealed in us, that 

God has sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. 

Comment: Surely these testimonies by one of the 

disciples who was closest to Him gives us 

reason to want to be near Jesus’ Father. But it 

doesn’t appear that all the disciples had clear 

understanding of the Father.  Notice this 

dialogue that took place the evening before his 

betrayal and recorded in John 14:1-25. 

Reader: “Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe 

in God. Believe also in me. In my Father’s 

house are many homes. If it weren’t so, I would 

have told you. I am going to prepare a place for 

you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again, and will receive you to myself; that 

where I am, you may be there also. Where I go, 

you know, and you know the way. 

Reader: Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know 

where you are going. How can we know the 

way? 

 Reader: Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father, except 

through me. If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on, you 

know him, and have seen him.” 

Reader: Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 

Father, and that will be enough for us.” 

Reader: Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 

such a long time, and do you not know me, 

Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father. 

How do you say, ‘Show us the Father?’ Don’t 

you believe that I am in the Father, and the 

Father in me? The words that I tell you, I speak 

not from myself; but the Father who lives in me 

does his works. Believe me that I am in the 

Father, and the Father in me; or else believe me 

for the very works’ sake.
 

Reader: 
 
Most certainly I tell you, he who believes 

in me, the works that I do, he will do also; and 

he will do greater works than these, because I 

am going to my Father. Whatever you will ask 

in my name, that will I do, that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son. If you will ask anything 

in my name, I will do it. 

Reader: 
 
If you love me, keep my commandments. 

I will pray to the Father, and he will give you 

another Counselor, that he may be with you 

forever,— the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

can’t receive; for it doesn’t see him, neither 

knows him. You know him, for he lives with 

you, and will be in you. I will not leave you 

orphans. I will come to you. Yet a little while, 

and the world will see me no more; but you will 

see me. Because I live, you will live also. In that 

day you will know that I am in my Father, and 

you in me, and I in you. One who has my 

commandments, and keeps them, that person is 

one who loves me. One who loves me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love him, and 

will reveal myself to him.” 

Reader: Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, 

what has happened that you are about to reveal 

yourself to us, and not to the world?” 

Reader: 
 
Jesus answered him, “If a man loves me, 

he will keep my word. My Father will love him, 

and we will come to him, and make our home 

with him. He who doesn’t love me doesn’t keep 

my words. The word which you hear isn’t mine, 

but the Father’s who sent me. 

Reader: I have said these things to you, while still 

living with you. 

Comment: In that exchange Jesus clearly wanted 

his disciples to love and trust his Father just as 

they had learned to love and trust Him. Now 

consider Moses and his relationship to God. It is 

recorded in Exodus 33:7-23, 34 
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Reader: 
 
Now Moses used to take the tent and to 

pitch it outside the camp, far away from the 

camp, and he called it “The Tent of Meeting.” 

Everyone who sought Yahweh went out to the 

Tent of Meeting, which was outside the camp. 

When Moses went out to the Tent, that all the 

people rose up, and stood, everyone at their tent 

door, and watched Moses, until he had gone into 

the Tent. When Moses entered into the Tent, the 

pillar of cloud descended, stood at the door of 

the Tent, and spoke with Moses. All the people 

saw the pillar of cloud stand at the door of the 

Tent, and all the people rose up and worshiped, 

everyone at their tent door. 

Reader: Yahweh spoke to Moses face to face, as a 

man speaks to his friend. He turned again into 

the camp, but his servant Joshua, the son of 

Nun, a young man, didn’t depart from the Tent 

Reader: Moses said to Yahweh, “Behold, you tell 

me, ‘Bring up this people:’ and you haven’t let 

me know whom you will send with me. Yet you 

have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have 

also found favor in my sight.’ Now therefore, if 

I have found favor in your sight, please show 

me now your way, that I may know you, so that 

I may find favor in your sight: and consider that 

this nation is your people.” 

Reader: He said, “My presence will go with you, 

and I will give you rest.” 

Reader:  
 
He said to him, “If your presence doesn’t 

go with me, don’t carry us up from here. For 

how would people know that I have found favor 

in your sight, I and your people? Isn’t it that you 

go with us, so that we are separated, I and your 

people, from all the people who are on the 

surface of the earth?” 

Reader: Yahweh said to Moses, “I will do this 

thing also that you have spoken; for you have 

found favor in my sight, and I know you by 

name.” 

Reader: He said, “Please show me your glory. 

Reader: He said, “I will make all my goodness pass 

before you, and will proclaim Yahweh’s name 

before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be 

gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will 

show mercy.” He said, “You cannot see my 

face, for man may not see me and live. 

Reader: 
 
Yahweh also said, “Behold, there is a 

place by me, and you shall stand on the rock. It 

will happen, while my glory passes by, that I 

will put you in a cleft of the rock, and will cover 

you with my hand until I have passed by; 
23 

then 

I will take away my hand, and you will see my 

back; but my face shall not be seen. 

Reader: (Exodus 34:1-9) Yahweh said to Moses, 

“Chisel two stone tablets like the first: and I will 

write on the tablets the words that were on the 

first tablets, which you broke. Be ready by the 

morning, and come up in the morning to Mount 

Sinai, and present yourself there to me on the 

top of the mountain. 
3 

No one shall come up 

with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain. 

Do not let the flocks or herds graze in front of 

that mountain.” 

Reader: 
 
He chiseled two tablets of stone like the 

first; and Moses rose up early in the morning, 

and went up to Mount Sinai, as Yahweh had 

commanded him, and took in his hand two stone 

tablets. Yahweh descended in the cloud, and 

stood with him there, and proclaimed Yahweh’s 

name. Yahweh passed by before him, and 

proclaimed, “Yahweh! Yahweh, a merciful and 

gracious God, slow to anger, and abundant in 

loving kindness and truth, keeping loving 

kindness for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

disobedience and sin; and that will by no means 

clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children, and on the children’s 

children, on the third and on the fourth 

generation.” 

Reader: Moses hurried and bowed his head toward 

the earth, and worshiped. He said, “If now I 

have found favor in your sight, Lord, please let 

the Lord go among us; although this is a stiff-

necked people; pardon our iniquity and our sin, 

and take us for your inheritance. 

Comment: In writing to Timothy, Paul, the apostle, 

gives great honor to God the Father, while 

clearly making a distinction between Jesus and 

the Father. Compare the following 2 quotations. 
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Reader: Now to the King eternal, immortal, 

invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor 

and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 

1:17) 

Reader: Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of 

the eternal life to which you were called, and 

you confessed the good confession in the sight 

of many witnesses. I command you before God, 

who gives life to all things, and before Christ 

Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate testified the 

good confession, that you keep the 

commandment without spot, blameless, until the 

appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ; which in its 

own times he will show, who is the blessed and 

only Ruler, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 

who alone has immortality, dwelling in 

unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, 

nor can see: to whom be honor and eternal 

power. Amen. (1Timothy 6:12-16) 

Reader: And in Romans 15:5&6 he wrote, Now the 

God of patience and of encouragement grant 

you to be of the same mind one with another 

according to Christ Jesus, that with one accord 

you may with one mouth glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Comment: Finally Jesus himself makes a 

distinction between himself and God the Father 

in John 16:22-32. 

Reader: 
 
Therefore you now have sorrow, but I will 

see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and 

no one will take your joy away from you. “In 

that day you will ask me no questions. Most 

certainly I tell you, whatever you may ask of the 

Father in my name, he will give it to you.  

Reader:  Until now, you have asked nothing in my 

name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy 

may be made full. I have spoken these things to 

you in figures of speech. But the time is coming 

when I will no more speak to you in figures of 

speech, but will tell you plainly about the 

Father. In that day you will ask in my name; 

Reader:  I don’t say to you, that I will pray to the 

Father for you, for the Father himself loves you, 

because you have loved me, and have believed 

that I came from God. I came from the Father, 

and have come into the world. Again, I leave the 

world, and go to the Father.” 

Reader: His disciples said to him, “Behold, now 

you speak plainly, and speak no figures of 

speech. Now we know that you know all things, 

and don’t need for anyone to question you. By 

this we believe that you came from God.” 

Reader: Jesus answered them, “Do you now 

believe? Behold, the time is coming, yes, and 

has now come, that you will be scattered, 

everyone to his own place, and you will leave 

me alone. Yet I am not alone, because the 

Father is with me. 

Comment: So we have the assurance that even 

though God is an awesome God we can 

approach Him with our heart’s desire without 

fear.  Of course we will want to let the Holy 

Spirit direct our desires and translate our 

requests. 

Reader: (Romans 8;26, 27) In the same way, the 

Spirit also helps our weaknesses, for we don’t 

know how to pray as we ought. But the Spirit 

himself makes intercession for us with 

groanings which can’t be uttered. He who 

searches the hearts knows what is on the Spirit’s 

mind, because he makes intercession for the 

saints according to God. 


