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Experience of Salvation 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: Adam and Eve had experienced walking 

and talking with God. Then after they sinned 

they experienced the rupture of that relationship. 

They lost not only a loving relationship but also 

their home and livelihood. Let’s read about their 

loss in Gen 3:9-18 

Reader: Yahweh God called to the man, and said to 

him, “Where are you?” 

Reader: The man said, “I heard your voice in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 

and I hid myself.” 

Reader: God said, “Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?” 

Reader: The man said, “The woman whom you 

gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 

tree, and I ate it.” 

Reader: Yahweh God said to the woman, “What 

have you done?” 

Reader: The woman said, “The serpent deceived 

me, and I ate.” 

Reader: Yahweh God said to the serpent, 

Reader: “Because you have done this, 

    you are cursed above all livestock, 

    and above every animal of the field. 

You shall go on your belly 

    and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 

I will put hostility between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and her offspring. 

He will bruise your head, 

    and you will bruise his heel.” 

Reader: To the woman he said,“I will greatly 

multiply your pain in childbirth. 

    In pain you will bear children. 

Your desire will be for your husband, 

    and he will rule over you.” 

Reader: To Adam he said, “Because you have 

listened to your wife’s voice, 

    and ate from the tree, 

    about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You 

shall not eat of it,’ 

    the ground is cursed for your sake. 

You will eat from it with much labor all the 

days of your life. 

   It will yield thorns and thistles to you; 

    and you will eat the herb of the field. 

By the sweat of your face will you eat bread 

until you return to the ground, 

    for out of it you were taken. 

For you are dust, 

    and to dust you shall return. 

Comment: Notice there were both immediate and 

long lasting consequences, physical and 

spiritual. . The immediate consequences were 

the loss of their Eden home, painful child 

bearing and lives of hard toil to win a lively 

hood from the soil. The delayed consequences 

are summarized by Paul in Romans 5:12  

Reader: “Therefore as sin entered into the world 

through one man, and death through sin; and so 

death passed to all men, because all sinned.”  

Comment:  In addition to the consequences there 

was a promise of deliverance –victory over the 

serpent. .That victory would come, but at a cost, 

here represented by a bruised heel. In the 

meantime God’s faithful ones lived in 

expectancy expressing faith in the coming 

Deliverer through animal sacrifices. The most 

exquisite sense of that deliverance experienced 

by the Israelites of old was when they faithfully 

observed the Day of Atonement. We read in 

Leviticus 16:29, 30 

Reader: It shall be a statute to you forever: in the 

seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, 

you shall afflict your souls, and shall do no kind 
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of work, the native-born, or the stranger who 

lives as a foreigner among you: for on this day 

shall atonement be made for you, to cleanse 

you; from all your sins you shall be clean before 

Yahweh. 

Comment:  This experience of being clean before 

the eternal God was what David longed for 

when he confessed his great sin in Ps. 51;1,2 

Reader: Have mercy on me, God, according to 

your loving kindness. 

    According to the multitude of your tender 

mercies, blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity. 

    Cleanse me from my sin. 

Comment:  Jesus, the Son of God, (the Lamb of 

God) gave himself as the Sacrificial Lamb to 

make atonement for the sins of all human 

beings. But to experience the cleansing of His 

atonement we must recognize our need of His 

forgiveness and cleansing. We read in 1 John 

1:5-10 

Reader: 
 
This is the message which we have heard 

from him and announce to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say 

that we have fellowship with him and walk in 

the darkness, we lie, and don’t tell the truth. But 

if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood 

of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.  

Reader: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to 

forgive us the sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. If we say that we haven’t 

sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 

in us. 

Comment:  Those who truly get to know Jesus as 

their Savior and Lord will have a life-changing 

experience. The Apostle Paul described that 

transformation in his second letter to the 

Corinthians. (2 Cor. 5:17-21) 

Reader: Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old things have passed away. 

Behold, all things have become new.
 

Reader:
 
But all things are of God, who reconciled 

us to himself through Jesus Christ, and gave to 

us the ministry of reconciliation; namely, that 

God was in Christ reconciling the world to 

himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, 

and having committed to us the word of 

reconciliation.
 

Reader:
 
We are therefore ambassadors on behalf of 

Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we 

beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. For him who knew no sin he made to be 

sin on our behalf; so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

Comment:  What does it mean to “become the 

righteousness of God?” How can we get that 

righteousness?  The apostle John tells us in John 

3:16. 

Reader 1:  For God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.   

Comment:  And Paul gives us additional 

explanation in Gal. 1:3-5 and 4:4-7. 

Reader: Grace to you and peace from God the 

Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 

himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out 

of this present evil age, according to the will of 

our God and Father— to whom be the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Reader: But when the fullness of the time came, 

God sent out his Son, born to a woman, born 

under the law, that he might redeem those who 

were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption of children.
 

Reader: And because you are children, God sent 

out the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 

“Abba, Father!” So you are no longer a 

bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 

of God through Christ. 

Comment:  Being a child of God brings with it 

many privileges and responsibilities. Paul 

spelled some of these out in his instructions to 

Titus. Titus 3:3-7. 
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Reader: 
 
For we were also once foolish, 

disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and 

pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, 

and hating one another.
 

Reader:
 
But when the kindness of God our Savior 

and his love toward mankind appeared, not by 

works of righteousness, which we did ourselves, 

but according to his mercy, he saved us, through 

the washing of regeneration and renewing by 

the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us 

richly, through Jesus Christ our Savior; that, 

being justified by his grace, we might be made 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life.   

Comment: Jesus tried to prepare those who would 

be his disciples for the trying time they would 

face but at the same time He told them that He 

would provide resources to help them.  We read 

this in John 16:1-11. 

Reader: “These things have I spoken to you, so that 

you wouldn’t be caused to stumble. They will 

put you out of the synagogues. Yes, the time 

comes that whoever kills you will think that he 

offers service to God.
 

Reader: They will do these things because they 

have not known the Father, nor me. But I have 

told you these things, so that when the time 

comes, you may remember that I told you about 

them. I didn’t tell you these things from the 

beginning, because I was with you.
 

Reader:
 
But now I am going to him who sent me, 

and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 

going?’ But because I have told you these 

things, sorrow has filled your heart. 
7 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I don’t go away, 

the Counselor won’t come to you. But if I go, I 

will send him to you.
 

Reader:
 
When he has come, he will convict the 

world about sin, about righteousness, and about 

judgment; 
 
about sin, because they don’t believe 

in me; about righteousness, because I am going 

to my Father, and you won’t see me anymore; 

about judgment, because the prince of this world 

has been judged. 

Comment: Judgment has to do with the law and 

Paul deals with the role of the law in the 

Christian believer’s life in Gal. 3:10, 11.  He 

categorically states that those who rely on the 

works of the law for salvation are “under a 

curse.” 

Reader:  For as many as are of the works of the law 

are under a curse. For it is written, “Cursed is 

everyone who doesn’t continue in all things that 

are written in the book of the law, to do them.” 
 
Now that no man is justified by the law before 

God is evident, for, “The righteous will live by 

faith 

Comment:  What does it mean to live by faith?  

Remember in 2 Cor. 5 Paul says that ‘in him we 

might become the righteousness of God.” Then 

in Galatians 3:13-14 he says: 

Reader: Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 

law, having become a curse for us. For it is 

written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 

tree,”
 
that the blessing of Abraham might come 

on the Gentiles through Christ Jesus; that we 

might receive the promise of the Spirit through 

faith. 

Comment:  Abraham’s failure to trust God resulted 

in the loss of domestic tranquility. But when 

Jesus came He showed us what is possible when 

we trust God completely. He gave us an 

example of selfless service that, by His grace, 

we can follow. Notice how Peter says it in 1 

Peter 2:20-25  

Reader: 
 
 For what glory is it if, when you sin, you 

patiently endure beating? But if, when you do 

well, you patiently endure suffering, this is 

commendable with God.
 

Reader:
 
For to this you were called, because Christ 

also suffered for us, leaving you an example, 

that you should follow his steps, who did not 

sin, “neither was deceit found in his mouth.”
 

Reader: Who, when he was cursed, didn’t curse 

back. When he suffered, didn’t threaten, but 

committed himself to him who judges 

righteously; who his own self bore our sins in 

his body on the tree, that we, having died to 
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sins, might live to righteousness; by whose 

stripes you were healed.  

Comment:  What is the means that God uses to 

invite the lost to come to the Good Shepherd? 

See Romans 10:13-21 

Reader:  , “Whoever will call on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.”
 
How then will they call on 

him in whom they have not believed? How will 

they believe in him whom they have not heard? 

How will they hear without a preacher? And 

how will they preach unless they are sent? As it 

is written: 

Reader: “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the Good News of peace, 

    who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

Reader: But they didn’t all listen to the glad news. 

For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our 

report?”
 
So faith comes by hearing, and hearing 

by the word of God.  

Comment:  Jesus gave some very pointed 

instruction as to how we can live in harmony 

with our brothers and sisters. (Luke 17:3-5) 

Reader:  Be careful. If your brother sins against 

you, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him. If 

he sins against you seven times in the day, and 

seven times returns, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall 

forgive him.” 

Reader: The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase 

our faith.” 

Comment: While following Jesus sometimes we 

lack faith and don’t experience the power of the 

Spirit.  That happened to the 9 disciples while 

Peter, James and John were on The Mount of 

Transfiguration with Jesus. What did Jesus say 

was the cause of their failure? (Mark 9:14-29) 

Reader:  Coming to the disciples, he saw a great 

multitude around them, and scribes questioning 

them. Immediately all the multitude, when they 

saw him, were greatly amazed, and running to 

him greeted him. He asked the scribes, “What 

are you asking them?” 

Reader: One of the multitude answered, “Teacher, 

I brought to you my son, who has a mute 

spirit;
 
and wherever it seizes him, it throws him 

down, and he foams at the mouth, and grinds his 

teeth, and wastes away. I asked your disciples to 

cast it out, and they weren’t able.” 

Reader: He answered him, “Unbelieving 

generation, how long shall I be with you? How 

long shall I bear with you? Bring him to me.” 

Reader: They brought him to him, and when he 

saw him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, 

and he fell on the ground, wallowing and 

foaming at the mouth. 

Reader: He asked his father, “How long has it been 

since this has come to him?” 

Reader: He said, “From childhood. Often it has 

cast him both into the fire and into the water, to 

destroy him. But if you can do anything, have 

compassion on us, and help us.” 

Reader: Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all 

things are possible to him who believes.” 

Reader: Immediately the father of the child cried 

out with tears, “I believe. Help my unbelief!” 

Reader: When Jesus saw that a multitude came 

running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, 

saying to him, “You mute and deaf spirit, I 

command you, come out of him, and never enter 

him again!” 

Reader: Having cried out, and convulsed greatly, it 

came out of him. The boy became like one dead; 

so much that most of them said, “He is dead.” 

But Jesus took him by the hand, and raised him 

up; and he arose. 

Reader: When he had come into the house, his 

disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t 

we cast it out?” He said to them, “This kind can 

come out by nothing, except by prayer and 

fasting.” 

Comment: Prayer and fasting are disciplines 

practiced by faithful, earnest believers, not as a 

means to win God’s favor but to fully open their 

hearts to receive His Spirit. For without God’s 
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transforming Spirit in our lives we are doomed 

to be under the control of our sinful natures. In 

writing to the Ephesians Paul describes that 

transformation (Eph. 2:1-10). 

Reader: You were made alive when you were dead 

in transgressions and sins, in which you once 

walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit who now works in the children of 

disobedience; among whom we also all once 

lived in the lust of our flesh, doing the desires of 

the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, even as the rest.
 

Reader: But God, being rich in mercy, for his great 

love with which he loved us, even when we 

were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been 

saved), and raised us up with him, and made us 

to sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, that in the ages to come he might show 

the exceeding riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus; for by grace you have 

been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 

that no one would boast. 
 

Reader: For we are his workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared before that we would walk in them. 

Comment: Paul, here, has clearly differentiated 

between working to obtain salvation and the 

good works of those who are recreated by the 

power of God’s grace. This distinction is easily 

confused so that the role of the law is lost and 

many conclude that the law (10 commandments) 

no longer applies to those who are saved by 

grace.  So what is the role of the 10 

commandments in the born again Christian’s 

life? Let’s read Rom. 3:19-27. 

Reader:
 
Now we know that whatever things the law 

says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 

that every mouth may be closed, and all the 

world may be brought under the judgment of 

God. Because by the works of the law, no flesh 

will be justified in his sight.  

Reader: For through the law comes the knowledge 

of sin. But now apart from the law, a 

righteousness of God has been revealed, being 

testified by the law and the prophets; 
 
even the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all and on all those who believe.  

Reader: For there is no distinction, for all have 

sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; being 

justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God 

sent to be an atoning sacrifice, through faith in 

his blood, for a demonstration of his 

righteousness through the passing over of prior 

sins, in God’s forbearance; to demonstrate his 

righteousness at this present time; that he might 

himself be just, and the justifier of him who has 

faith in Jesus. 

Reader: Where then is the boasting? It is excluded. 

By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a 

law of faith. We maintain therefore that a man is 

justified by faith apart from the works of the 

law. 

Comment:  And James said in James 1:21-25 

Reader: Therefore, putting away all filthiness and 

overflowing of wickedness, receive with 

humility the implanted word, which is able to 

save your souls. But be doers of the word, and 

not only hearers, deluding your own selves.  

Reader: For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 

not a doer, he is like a man looking at his natural 

face in a mirror; for he sees himself, and goes 

away, and immediately forgets what kind of 

man he was. But he who looks into the perfect 

law of freedom, and continues, not being a 

hearer who forgets, but a doer of the work, this 

man will be blessed in what he does. 

Comment:  We see then that to remain in grace and 

grow in grace we must continue to look into that 

mirror, the law, that brought us to Jesus in the 

first place. What then is the result of accepting 

Jesus into our lives? See Rom. 8:10-15 

Reader:
 
If Christ is in you, the body is dead 

because of sin, but the spirit is alive because of 

righteousness. But if the Spirit of him who 
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raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will 

also give life to your mortal bodies through his 

Spirit who dwells in you. 

Reader: So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to 

the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if you live 

after the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 

these are children of God.  

Reader: And in Rom. 12:1,2 Paul writes; Therefore 

I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

service. Don’t be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

so that you may prove what is the good, well-

pleasing, and perfect will of God.  

Comment:  This is possible as a fulfillment of the 

promise recorded for us in Eze. 36:25-27;
 

Reader:
 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, from all 

your idols, will I cleanse you. I will also give 

you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit 

within you; and I will take away the stony heart 

out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 

flesh. I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 

you to walk in my statutes, and you shall keep 

my ordinances, and do them.  

Comment:  With God’s Spirit dwelling within us 

we have the assurance of God’s love and will 

radiate hope and love to all around us. That 

assurance is magnificently expressed by Paul in 

Romans 8:1-5 & 31-39;  

Reader: There is therefore now no condemnation to 

those who are in Christ Jesus, who don’t walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the 

Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of 

death.
 

Reader:
 
For what the law couldn’t do, in that it was 

weak through the flesh, God did, sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for 

sin, he condemned sin in the flesh; that the 

ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

Reader:
 
For those who live according to the flesh 

set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit, the things 

of the Spirit. 

Reader:
 
What then shall we say about these things? 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who 

didn’t spare his own Son, but delivered him up 

for us all, how would he not also with him 

freely give us all things?  

Reader: Who could bring a charge against God’s 

chosen ones? It is God who justifies. Who is he 

who condemns? It is Christ who died, yes 

rather, who was raised from the dead, who is at 

the right hand of God, who also makes 

intercession for us.. . . 

Reader: Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Could oppression, or anguish, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? 

Reader:
 
Even as it is written, “For your sake we are 

killed all day long. We were accounted as sheep 

for the slaughter.”
 
No, in all these things, we are 

more than conquerors through him who loved 

us.
 

Reader:
 
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Comment: Dear Reader, Dear Listener, you too, 

can have the same joyful, confident spirit. God 

loves you. God who said, “let us make man in 

our image” eagerly awaits your confession of 

faith and acceptance of Jesus as your Savior. 

You can be born again, a child of God, living a 

transformed life totally in harmony with the 

Spirit of God. 


