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Unity in the Body of Christ 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: God’s church, the called-out-ones, is as 

diverse as are all the peoples of the earth. It 

includes the poor and the rich, the sighted and 

the blind, the healthy and the infirm, the 

mentally endowed and the mentally challenged, 

it includes all who will respond to God’s call. 

Because these called-out-ones are responding to 

God’s love as manifest in Jesus’ sacrifice they 

are bound together in love for God and one 

another. In Rom. 12:1-19 we read what it takes 

to be united in spite of this diversity. 

Reader: Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service. 
 

Reader: Don’t be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 

that you may prove what is the good, well-

pleasing, and perfect will of God.
 

Reader:
 
For I say, through the grace that was given 

me, to every man who is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think; but to think reasonably, as God has 

apportioned to each person a measure of faith. 
 
For even as we have many members in one 

body, and all the members don’t have the same 

function, so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of 

another.  

Reader:
 
Having gifts differing according to the 

grace that was given to us, if prophecy, let us 

prophesy according to the proportion of our 

faith; or service, let us give ourselves to service; 

or he who teaches, to his teaching; or he who 

exhorts, to his exhorting: he who gives, let him 

do it with liberality; he who rules, with 

diligence; he who shows mercy, with 

cheerfulness. 

Reader: Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that 

which is evil. Cling to that which is good. In 

love of the brothers be tenderly affectionate to 

one another; in honor preferring one another; 

not lagging in diligence; fervent in spirit; 

serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; enduring in 

troubles; continuing steadfastly in prayer; 

contributing to the needs of the saints; given to 

hospitality.
 

Reader:
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless, and 

don’t curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice. 

Weep with those who weep. Be of the same 

mind one toward another. Don’t set your mind 

on high things, but associate with the humble. 

Don’t be wise in your own conceits.
 

Reader:
 
Repay no one evil for evil. Respect what is 

honorable in the sight of all men. If it is 

possible, as much as it is up to you, be at peace 

with all men. Don’t seek revenge yourselves, 

beloved, but give place to God’s wrath. For it is 

written, “Vengeance belongs to me; I will repay, 

says the Lord. 

Comment: That unity of spirit is possible because 

everyone in the church is endowed to serve by 

one Spirit. In 1 Cor. 12:1-31 we read 

Reader: Now concerning spiritual things, brothers, 

I don’t want you to be ignorant. You know that 

when you were heathen, you were led away to 

those mute idols, however you might be led.
 

Reader:
 
Therefore I make known to you that no 

man speaking by God’s Spirit says, “Jesus is 

accursed.” No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” but 

by the Holy Spirit. Now there are various kinds 

of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

Reader: There are various kinds of service, and the 

same Lord. There are various kinds of workings, 

but the same God, who works all things in all. 
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But to each one is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the profit of all. 

Reader: For to one is given through the Spirit the 

word of wisdom, and to another the word of 

knowledge, according to the same Spirit; to 

another faith, by the same Spirit; and to another 

gifts of healings, by the same Spirit; and to 

another workings of miracles; and to another 

prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits; to 

another different kinds of languages; and to 

another the interpretation of languages.  

Reader:
 
But the one and the same Spirit produces 

all of these, distributing to each one separately 

as he desires. 

Reader: For as the body is one, and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, 

being many, are one body; so also is Christ. For 

in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 

whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; 

and were all given to drink into one Spirit. 

Reader: For the body is not one member, but many. 

If the foot would say, “Because I’m not the 

hand, I’m not part of the body,” it is not 

therefore not part of the body. If the ear would 

say, “Because I’m not the eye, I’m not part of 

the body,” it’s not therefore not part of the body.  

Reader: If the whole body were an eye, where 

would the hearing be? If the whole were 

hearing, where would the smelling be? But now 

God has set the members, each one of them, in 

the body, just as he desired. 
 

Reader: If they were all one member, where would 

the body be? But now they are many members, 

but one body. The eye can’t tell the hand, “I 

have no need for you,” or again the head to the 

feet, “I have no need for you.” No, much rather, 

those members of the body which seem to be 

weaker are necessary. Those parts of the body 

which we think to be less honorable, on those 

we bestow more abundant honor; and our 

unpresentable parts have more abundant 

propriety; whereas our presentable parts have no 

such need.  

Reader: But God composed the body together, 

giving more abundant honor to the inferior part, 

that there should be no division in the body, but 

that the members should have the same care for 

one another. When one member suffers, all the 

members suffer with it. Or when one member is 

honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

Reader: Now you are the body of Christ, and 

members individually. God has set some in the 

assembly: first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers, then miracle workers, then gifts of 

healings, helps, governments, and various kinds 

of languages. 
 

Reader: Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Are all miracle workers? Do all have 

gifts of healings? Do all speak with various 

languages? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire 

the best gifts. Moreover, I show a most excellent 

way to you 

Comment: After his resurrection Jesus 

commissioned His disciples and through them 

His church to carry on the work He had begun. 

We read in Matt. 28:16-20: 

Reader: But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, 

to the mountain where Jesus had sent them. 
17 

When they saw him, they bowed down to him, 

but some doubted. 
 

Reader: Jesus came to them and spoke to them, 

saying, “All authority has been given to me in 

heaven and on earth. Go, and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all things that I 

commanded you. Behold, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

Comment: The Psalmist in Ps. 133 expresses the 

delight of those who dwell together in unity in 

this way. 

Reader: See how good and how pleasant it is 

    for brothers to live together in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head, 

    that ran down on the beard, 

    even Aaron’s beard; 

    that came down on the edge of his robes; 
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like the dew of Hermon, 

    that comes down on the hills of Zion: 

    for there Yahweh gives the blessing, 

    even life forever more. 

Comment: The secret of genuine, lasting unity Paul 

shares in 2 Cor. 5:14-17. Notice how it arises 

out of love that can only come from hearts in 

which self no longer lives. 

Reader:  For the love of Christ constrains us; 

because we judge thus, that one died for all, 

therefore all died. He died for all, that those who 

live should no longer live to themselves, but to 

him who for their sakes died and rose again.
 

Reader: Therefore we know no one after the flesh 

from now on. Even though we have known 

Christ after the flesh, yet now we know him so 

no more. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old things have passed away. 

Behold, all things have become new. 

Comment:  In his sermon to the Athenians Paul 

identifies another basis for unity. In this sermon 

recorded in Acts 17:24-28 he clearly states that 

even though we may look different on the 

outside, inside we‘re not so different. In fact all 

of us depend on the same God who gives us life 

and sustains us. 

Reader: The God who made the world and all 

things in it, he, being Lord of heaven and earth, 

doesn’t dwell in temples made with hands, 

neither is he served by men’s hands, as though 

he needed anything, seeing he himself gives to 

all life and breath, and all things.
 

Reader: He made from one blood every nation of 

men to dwell on all the surface of the earth, 

having determined appointed seasons, and the 

boundaries of their dwellings, that they should 

seek the Lord, if perhaps they might reach out 

for him and find him, though he is not far from 

each one of us. ‘For in him we live, and move, 

and have our being.’ 

Comment:  While it is not always true, the bonds 

of family relationships are, perhaps, the 

strongest bonds that hold human beings 

together. However there is an exception and that 

is to be drawn together as children of God. John 

1:10-13 says 

Reader: He was in the world, and the world was 

made through him, and the world didn’t 

recognize him. He came to his own, and those 

who were his own didn’t receive him.
 

Reader: But as many as received him, to them he 

gave the right to become God’s children, to 

those who believe in his name: who were born 

not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 

Comment:  This reality was further developed by 

Paul in Gal. 3:23-29. 

Reader: But before faith came, we were kept in 

custody under the law, confined for the faith 

which should afterwards be revealed. So that the 

law has become our tutor to bring us to Christ, 

that we might be justified by faith. But now that 

faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 

For you are all children of God, through faith in 

Christ Jesus.
 

Reader: For as many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew 

nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 

there is neither male nor female; for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus. If you are Christ’s, then you 

are Abraham’s offspring and heirs according to 

promise. 

Reader: And then Col. 3: 1-3 says: “If then you 

were raised together with Christ, seek the things 

that are above, where Christ is, seated on the 

right hand of God. Set your mind on the things 

that are above, not on the things that are on the 

earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God. 

Comment:  Eph. 4:1-16 is the second place in 

Paul’s writings where he uses the metaphor of 

the human body to illustrate the unity of the 

church. Read the following slowly and carefully 

seeking to discover how God has gifted you to 

serve his body, the Church. 

Reader: I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg 

you to walk worthily of the calling with which 

you were called, with all lowliness and humility, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love; 

being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace.
 



14-Unity in the Body of Christ 
 

4 

Reader: There is one body, and one Spirit, even as 

you also were called in one hope of your 

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 

God and Father of all, who is over all, and 

through all, and in us all.
 

Reader:
 
But to each one of us was the grace given 

according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 

Therefore he says, “When he ascended on high, 

he led captivity captive, and gave gifts to 

men.”
 
Now this, “He ascended”, what is it but 

that he also first descended into the lower parts 

of the earth? He who descended is the one who 

also ascended far above all the heavens, that he 

might fill all things. 

Reader: He gave some to be apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 

shepherds and teachers; for the perfecting of the 

saints, to the work of serving, to the building up 

of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the 

unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to a full grown man, to the measure 

of the stature of the fullness of Christ;
 

Reader:
 
that we may no longer be children, tossed 

back and forth and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 

craftiness, after the wiles of error; but speaking 

truth in love, we may grow up in all things into 

him, who is the head, Christ; from whom all the 

body, being fitted and knit together through that 

which every joint supplies, according to the 

working in measure of each individual part, 

makes the body increase to the building up of 

itself in love. 

Comment:  While living among His people Jesus 

repeatedly said that He and His Father were one. 

He said that his words and his acts were not His 

own but those of His Father. So closely did he 

live to His Father that He could tell His 

disciples ” if you have seen me you have seen 

the Father”.  And it is for this kind of unity that 

He prays will be experienced by His followers. 

Here it is in John 17:15-26. 

Reader:  I pray not that you would take them from 

the world, but that you would keep them from 

the evil one. They are not of the world even as I 

am not of the world. Sanctify them in your truth. 

Your word is truth. 
 
As you sent me into the 

world, even so I have sent them into the world. 

For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they 

themselves also may be sanctified in truth. 
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Reader: Not for these only do I pray, but for those 

also who believe in me through their word, 
 
that 

they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in 

me, and I in you, that they also may be one in 

us; that the world may believe that you sent me.
  

Reader: The glory which you have given me, I 

have given to them; that they may be one, even 

as we are one; I in them, and you in me, that 

they may be perfected into one; that the world 

may know that you sent me, and loved them, 

even as you loved me. 
 

Reader: Father, I desire that they also whom you 

have given me be with me where I am, that they 

may see my glory, which you have given me, 

for you loved me before the foundation of the 

world. Righteous Father, the world hasn’t 

known you, but I knew you; and these knew that 

you sent me. I made known to them your name, 

and will make it known; that the love with 

which you loved me may be in them, and I in 

them. 

Comment: Through the revelation of Jesus Christ 

in the Scriptures we share the same faith and 

hope, and reach out in one witness to all. This 

unity has its source in the oneness of the triune 

God, who has adopted us as His children.” 

Friend how is it with you? Have you accepted 

Jesus into your life? Are you bound in love to 

the family of God? Do you die to self daily? Do 

you use your gifts to serve others and thus build 

up the body of Christ? Remember there is no 

joy like that of belonging to a family and 

especially the family of God. 


