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Spiritual Gifts and Ministries 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

Comment: Those who respond to God’s call to 

come out from the world’s culture He sends, 

and those He sends He equips. Let’s first 

consider how He called and sent His disciples. 

Reader: Matt. 4:17-22 From that time, Jesus began 

to preach, and to say, “Repent! For the Kingdom 

of Heaven is at hand.” 

Reader: Walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two 

brothers: Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew, his brother, casting a net into the sea; 

for they were fishermen. He said to them, 

“Come after me, and I will make you fishers for 

men.” 

Reader: They immediately left their nets and 

followed him. Going on from there, he saw two 

other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and 

John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their 

father, mending their nets. He called them. They 

immediately left the boat and their father, and 

followed him. 

Reader:  Matt 10:1-8  He called to himself his 

twelve disciples, and gave them authority over 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal 

every disease and every sickness. Now the 

names of the twelve apostles are these. The first, 

Simon, who is called Peter; Andrew, his 

brother; James the son of Zebedee; John, his 

brother; Philip; Bartholomew; Thomas; 

Matthew the tax collector; James the son of 

Alphaeus; Lebbaeus, who was also called
 

Thaddaeus;
 
Simon the Canaanite; and Judas 

Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 

Reader: Jesus sent these twelve out, and 

commanded them, saying, “Don’t go among the 

Gentiles, and don’t enter into any city of the 

Samaritans. Rather, go to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel. As you go, preach, saying, ‘The 

Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!’ Heal the sick, 

cleanse the lepers, and cast out demons. Freely 

you received, so freely give. 

Comment: Notice that Jesus not only taught them 

what their message should be but He also 

equipped them to meet the needs of those they 

served.  In Rom. 12:1-8 The apostle Paul, 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, identifies the 

preparation needed by all believers so that they 

can fill the place God has for them in the body 

of Christ. 

Reader: Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service. Don’t be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, so that you may prove what is the 

good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.  

Reader: For I say, through the grace that was given 

me, to every man who is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think; but to think reasonably, as God has 

apportioned to each person a measure of faith.  

Reader: For even as we have many members in one 

body, and all the members don’t have the same 

function, so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of 

another.
  

Reader: Having gifts differing according to the 

grace that was given to us, if prophecy, let us 

prophesy according to the proportion of our 

faith; or service, let us give ourselves to service; 

or he who teaches, to his teaching; or he who 

exhorts, to his exhorting: he who gives, let him 

do it with liberality; he who rules, with 

diligence; he who shows mercy, with 

cheerfulness. 

Comment: He continues in verses 9-21 by showing 

how members of the church with their varied 
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gifts can work together and encourage  one 

another. 

Reader: Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that 

which is evil. Cling to that which is good. In 

love of the brothers be tenderly affectionate to 

one another; in honor preferring one another; 

not lagging in diligence; fervent in spirit; 

serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; enduring in 

troubles; continuing steadfastly in prayer; 

contributing to the needs of the saints; given to 

hospitality.  

Reader: Bless those who persecute you; bless, and 

don’t curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice. 

Weep with those who weep. Be of the same 

mind one toward another. Don’t set your mind 

on high things, but associate with the humble. 

Don’t be wise in your own conceits.  

Reader: Repay no one evil for evil. Respect what is 

honorable in the sight of all men. If it is 

possible, as much as it is up to you, be at peace 

with all men. Don’t seek revenge yourselves, 

beloved, but give place to God’s wrath. For it is 

written, “Vengeance belongs to me; I will 

repay,” says the Lord.” 

Reader: Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed 

him.     If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 

    for in doing so, you will heap coals of fire on 

his head.”
 
Don’t be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good. 

Comment: Then in First Cor. 12:1-30 Paul 

carefully explains how members who are gifted 

with different gifts can serve God and the 

church.  

  Reader: Now concerning spiritual things, 

brothers, I don’t want you to be ignorant. You 

know that when you were heathen, you were led 

away to those mute idols, however you might be 

led.
  

Reader: Therefore I make known to you that no 

man speaking by God’s Spirit says, “Jesus is 

accursed.” No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” but 

by the Holy Spirit. Now there are various kinds 

of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

Reader: There are various kinds of service, and the 

same Lord. There are various kinds of workings, 

but the same God, who works all things in all. 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the profit of all.  

Reader: For to one is given through the Spirit the 

word of wisdom, and to another the word of 

knowledge, according to the same Spirit; to 

another faith, by the same Spirit; and to another 

gifts of healings, by the same Spirit; and to 

another workings of miracles; and to another 

prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits; to 

another different kinds of languages; and to 

another the interpretation of languages. But the 

one and the same Spirit produces all of these, 

distributing to each one separately as he desires.
 

Reader: For as the body is one, and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, 

being many, are one body; so also is Christ. For 

in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 

whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; 

and were all given to drink into one Spirit. 

 Reader: For the body is not one member, but 

many. If the foot would say, “Because I’m not 

the hand, I’m not part of the body,” it is not 

therefore not part of the body. If the ear would 

say, “Because I’m not the eye, I’m not part of 

the body,” it’s not therefore not part of the body.  

Reader: If the whole body were an eye, where 

would the hearing be? If the whole were 

hearing, where would the smelling be? But now 

God has set the members, each one of them, in 

the body, just as he desired. If they were all one 

member, where would the body be?  

Reader: But now they are many members, but one 

body. The eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no 

need for you,” or again the head to the feet, “I 

have no need for you.” No, much rather, those 

members of the body which seem to be weaker 

are necessary. Those parts of the body which we 

think to be less honorable, on those we bestow 
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more abundant honor; and our unpresentable 

parts have more abundant propriety; whereas 

our presentable parts have no such need.  

Reader: But God composed the body together, 

giving more abundant honor to the inferior part, 

that there should be no division in the body, but 

that the members should have the same care for 

one another. When one member suffers, all the 

members suffer with it. Or when one member is 

honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

Reader: Now you are the body of Christ, and 

members individually. God has set some in the 

assembly: first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers, then miracle workers, then gifts of 

healings, helps, governments, and various kinds 

of languages.
 

Reader: Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Are all miracle workers? Do all have 

gifts of healings? Do all speak with various 

languages? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire 

the best gifts. Moreover, I show a most excellent 

way to you 

Comment: Since all gifts come from God and since 

all gifts are equally needed by the church, there 

is no place for personal pride among the 

members of the church. We find this instruction 

in Eph. 4:1-16: 

Reader: I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg 

you to walk worthily of the calling with which 

you were called, with all lowliness and humility, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love; 

being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace. 
 

Reader: There is one body, and one Spirit, even as 

you also were called in one hope of your 

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 

God and Father of all, who is over all, and 

through all, and in us all. But to each one of us 

was the grace given according to the measure of 

the gift of Christ. 

Reader: Therefore he says, “When he ascended on 

high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts to 

men.”
 
Now this, “He ascended”, what is it but 

that he also first descended into the lower parts 

of the earth? He who descended is the one who 

also ascended far above all the heavens, that he 

might fill all things. 

Reader: He gave some to be apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 

shepherds and teachers; for the perfecting of the 

saints, to the work of serving, to the building up 

of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the 

unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to a full grown man, to the measure 

of the stature of the fullness of Christ;  

Reader: that we may no longer be children, tossed 

back and forth and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 

craftiness, after the wiles of error; but speaking 

truth in love, we may grow up in all things into 

him, who is the head, Christ; from whom all the 

body, being fitted and knit together through that 

which every joint supplies, according to the 

working in measure of each individual part, 

makes the body increase to the building up of 

itself in love. 

Comment: We find in Acts 6:1-7 how these 

principles were applied in the early church.  

 Reader: Now in those days, when the number of 

the disciples was multiplying, a complaint arose 

from the Hellenists against the Hebrews, 

because their widows were neglected in the 

daily service. The twelve summoned the 

multitude of the disciples and said,  

Reader: “It is not appropriate for us to forsake the 

word of God and serve tables. Therefore select 

from among you, brothers, seven men of good 

report, full of the Holy Spirit and of wisdom, 

whom we may appoint over this business. But 

we will continue steadfastly in prayer and in the 

ministry of the word.” 

Reader: These words pleased the whole multitude. 

They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 

the Holy Spirit, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 

Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 
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whom they set before the apostles. 

When they had prayed, they laid their hands on 

them. The word of God increased and the 

number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 

exceedingly. A great company of the priests 

were obedient to the faith. 

Comment: Those who are led to become leaders 

(pastors and teachers) in the church must lead 

exemplary lives. When it is evident that God has 

called them for leadership it is appropriate for 

the church to have a special service of 

dedication (ordination). The requirements for 

such a position of leadership are spelled out in 

First Tim. 3:1-7 

Reader: This is a faithful saying: if a man seeks the 

office of an overseer, he desires a good work. 

The overseer therefore must be without 

reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, 

sensible, modest, hospitable, good at teaching; 

not a drinker, not violent, not greedy for money, 

but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous;  

Reader: one who rules his own house well, having 

children in subjection with all reverence; (but if 

a man doesn’t know how to rule his own house, 

how will he take care of the assembly of God?) 

not a new convert, lest being puffed up he fall 

into the same condemnation as the devil. 

Moreover he must have good testimony from 

those who are outside, to avoid falling into 

reproach and the snare of the devil. 

Comment:  In the same way those who serve as 

deacons must provide a good example. In First 

Tim. 3:8-13 we read: 

Reader: Servants, in the same way, must be 

reverent, not double-tongued, not addicted to 

much wine, not greedy for money; holding the 

mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. Let 

them also first be tested; then let them serve if 

they are blameless. 

Reader: wives in the same way must be reverent, 

not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. 

Let servants be husbands of one wife, ruling 

their children and their own houses well. For 

those who have served well gain for themselves 

a good standing, and great boldness in the faith 

which is in Christ Jesus. 

Comment: Peter instructs all believers to serve the 

church with the gifts they have been given out 

of love for God and one another. 1 Peter 4:7-11. 

  
 
Reader: But the end of all things is near. 

Therefore be of sound mind, self-controlled, and 

sober in prayer. And above all things be earnest 

in your love among yourselves, for love covers 

a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another 

without grumbling.  

Reader: As each has received a gift, employ it in 

serving one another, as good managers of the 

grace of God in its various forms. If anyone 

speaks, let it be as it were the very words of 

God. If anyone serves, let it be as of the strength 

which God supplies, that in all things God may 

be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 

belong the glory and the dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Comment: Luke in Acts 9:32-42 recounts the 

experiences of Peter as he ministered to the 

saints in Lydda and Joppa. He encouraged the 

believers using his gifts of healing and 

exhortation. One of the faithful members in 

Joppa became ill and died. Dorcas had been 

using her gifts to bless the needy so her death 

was keenly felt. 

 Reader: As Peter went throughout all those parts, 

he came down also to the saints who lived at 

Lydda. There he found a certain man named 

Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight 

years, because he was paralyzed. Peter said to 

him,  

Reader: “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you. Get up 

and make your bed!” Immediately he arose. All 

who lived at Lydda and in Sharon saw him, and 

they turned to the Lord. 

Reader: Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple 

named Tabitha, which when translated, means 

Dorcas.This woman was full of good works and 
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acts of mercy which she did. In those days, she 

became sick, and died.  

Reader: When they had washed her, they laid her 

in an upper room. As Lydda was near Joppa, the 

disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two 

men to him, imploring him not to delay in 

coming to them.  

Reader: Peter got up and went with them. When he 

had come, they brought him into the upper 

room. All the widows stood by him weeping, 

and showing the coats and garments which 

Dorcas had made while she was with them. 

Peter sent them all out, and knelt down and 

prayed. Turning to the body, he said,  

Reader: “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, 

and when she saw Peter, she sat up. He gave her 

his hand, and raised her up. Calling the saints 

and widows, he presented her alive. And it 

became known throughout all Joppa, and many 

believed in the Lord.
 
He stayed many days in 

Joppa with a tanner named Simon. 

Comment:  For many years before the fall of Israel 

to the king of Assyria and Judah to Babylon 

God sent many prophets warning them of what 

was to come. Jeremiah was one whose ministry 

spanned the fall of Jerusalem. God not only gifts 

prophets for service but He also helps people to 

acquire special skills that can be used in His 

service.  We read about one of those in Jer. 

36:1-32. 

  Reader: In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of 

Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to 

Jeremiah from Yahweh, saying, Take a scroll of 

a book, and write therein all the words that I 

have spoken to you against Israel, and against 

Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I 

spoke to you, from the days of Josiah, even to 

this day. It may be that the house of Judah will 

hear all the evil which I purpose to do to them; 

that they may return every man from his evil 

way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their 

sin.
 

Reader: Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of 

Neriah; and Baruch wrote from the mouth of 

Jeremiah all Yahweh’s words, which he had 

spoken to him, on a scroll of a book. Jeremiah 

commanded Baruch, saying,  

Reader: “I am shut up; I can’t go into Yahweh’s 

house: Therefore you go, and read in the scroll, 

which you have written from my mouth, 

Yahweh’s words in the ears of the people in 

Yahweh’s house on the fast day; and also you 

shall read them in the ears of all Judah who 

come out of their cities. It may be they will 

present their supplication before Yahweh, and 

will return everyone from his evil way; for great 

is the anger and the wrath that Yahweh has 

pronounced against this people.” 

Reader: Baruch the son of Neriah did according to 

all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, 

reading in the book Yahweh’s words in 

Yahweh’s house.  

Reader: Now in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son 

of Josiah, king of Judah, in the ninth month, all 

the people in Jerusalem, and all the people who 

came from the cities of Judah to Jerusalem, 

proclaimed a fast before Yahweh.  

Reader: Then Baruch read the words of Jeremiah 

from the book in Yahweh’s house, in the room 

of Gemariah the son of Shaphan, the scribe, in 

the upper court, at the entry of the new gate of 

Yahweh’s house, in the ears of all the people.  

Reader: When Micaiah the son of Gemariah, the 

son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all 

Yahweh’s words, he went down into the king’s 

house, into the scribe’s room: and behold, all the 

princes were sitting there, Elishama the scribe, 

and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan 

the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of 

Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, 

and all the princes.  

Reader: Then Micaiah declared to them all the 

words that he had heard, when Baruch read the 

book in the ears of the people. Therefore all the 

princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the 
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son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, 

saying,  

Reader: “Take in your hand the scroll in which you 

have read in the ears of the people, and come.” 

So Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll in 

his hand, and came to them. They said to him, 

Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch 

read it in their ears.
 

Reader: Now when they had heard all the words, 

they turned in fear one toward another, and said 

to Baruch, “We will surely tell the king of all 

these words.” They asked Baruch, saying, Tell 

us now, How did you write all these words at 

his mouth? Then Baruch answered them,  

Reader: He pronounced all these words to me with 

his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the 

book.
 
Then the princes said to Baruch, Go, hide, 

you and Jeremiah; and let no man know where 

you are. 
 
They went in to the king into the court; 

but they had laid up the scroll in the room of 

Elishama the scribe; and they told all the words 

in the ears of the king.
 

Reader: So the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll; 

and he took it out of the room of Elishama the 

scribe. Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and 

in the ears of all the princes who stood beside 

the king.
 

Reader: Now the king was sitting in the winter 

house in the ninth month: and there was a fire in 

the brazier burning before him. When Jehudi 

had read three or four leaves, the king cut it with 

the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was in 

the brazier, until all the scroll was consumed in 

the fire that was in the brazier.
  

Reader: They were not afraid, nor tore their 

garments, neither the king, nor any of his 

servants who heard all these words. Moreover 

Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made 

intercession to the king that he would not burn 

the scroll; but he would not hear them.
 

Reader: The king commanded Jerahmeel the king’s 

son, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and 

Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the 

scribe and Jeremiah the prophet; but Yahweh 

hid them.
 

Reader: Then Yahweh’s word came to Jeremiah, 

after that the king had burned the scroll, and the 

words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of 

Jeremiah, saying,
 
Take again another scroll, and 

write in it all the former words that were in the 

first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah 

has burned.
 

Reader: Concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah you 

shall say, Yahweh says: You have burned this 

scroll, saying, Why have you written therein, 

saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly 

come and destroy this land, and shall cause to 

cease from there man and animal? Therefore 

Yahweh says concerning Jehoiakim king of 

Judah: He will have no one to sit on David’s 

throne; and his dead body shall be cast out in the 

day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.
 

Reader: I will punish him and his offspring and his 

servants for their iniquity; and I will bring on 

them, and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 

on the men of Judah, all the evil that I have 

pronounced against them, but they didn’t listen.  

Reader: Then took Jeremiah another scroll, and 

gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, 

who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah 

all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king 

of Judah had burned in the fire; and many 

similar words were added to them. 

Comment: God bestows upon all members of His 

church in every age spiritual gifts which each 

member is to employ in loving ministry for the 

common good of the church and of humanity. 

Given by the agency of the Holy Spirit, who 

apportions to each member as He wills, the gifts 

provide all abilities and ministries needed by the 

church to fulfill its divinely ordained functions.  

Friend, how has the Spirit gifted you? Are you 

using those gifts to bless your family, your 

church and your community?  


