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Gift of Prophecy 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: Prophecy is one of the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. Many of the books of the Old Testament 

were almost entirely prophetic messages and 

many of these provide a clear basis for 

identifying the coming Messiah. The fact that 

many believers were recognized as having the 

prophetic gift during apostolic times is often 

over looked. We will explore some of those in 

this reading beginning with Acts 2:14-21. 

Reader:  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 

lifted up his voice, and spoke out to them, “You 

men of Judea, and all you who dwell at 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 

to my words. For these aren’t drunken, as you 

suppose, seeing it is only the third hour of the 

day. But this is what has been spoken through 

the prophet Joel: 

Reader: It will be in the last days, says God, 

    that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 

Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. 

    Your young men will see visions. 

    Your old men will dream dreams. 

Yes, and on my servants and on my 

handmaidens in those days, 

    I will pour out my Spirit, and they will 

prophesy. 

Reader: 
 
I will show wonders in the sky above, 

    and signs on the earth beneath; 

    blood, and fire, and billows of smoke. 

The sun will be turned into darkness, 

    and the moon into blood, 

    before the great and glorious day of the Lord 

comes. 

It will be that whoever will call on the name of 

the Lord will be saved. 

Comment: When we recall scriptures, even those 

we have memorized, the words we choose may 

be different from those in the original text.  

Let’s see what Joel actually wrote in Joel 2:23-

32. 

Reader:  Be glad then, you children of Zion, 

    and rejoice in Yahweh, your God; 

    for he gives you the former rain in just 

measure, 

    and he causes the rain to come down for you, 

    the former rain and the latter rain, 

    as before. 

Reader: 
 
The threshing floors will be full of wheat, 

    and the vats will overflow with new wine and 

oil. 

I will restore to you the years that the swarming 

locust has eaten, 

    the great locust, the grasshopper, and the 

caterpillar, 

    my great army, which I sent among you. 

Reader: You will have plenty to eat, and be 

satisfied, 

    and will praise the name of Yahweh, your 

God, 

    who has dealt wondrously with you; 

    and my people will never again be 

disappointed. 

You will know that I am among Israel, 

    and that I am Yahweh, your God, and there is 

no one else; 

    and my people will never again be 

disappointed. 

Reader: 
 
“It will happen afterward, that I will pour 

out my Spirit on all flesh; 

    and your sons and your daughters will 

prophesy. 

    Your old men will dream dreams. 

    Your young men will see visions. 

And also on the servants and on the handmaids 

in those days, 
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Reader:    I will pour out my Spirit. 

I will show wonders in the heavens and in the 

earth: 

    blood, fire, and pillars of smoke. 

The sun will be turned into darkness, 

    and the moon into blood, 

    before the great and terrible day of Yahweh 

comes. 

Reader: 
 
It will happen that whoever will call on 

Yahweh’s name shall be saved; 

    for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will 

be those who escape, as Yahweh has said, and 

among the remnant, those whom Yahweh calls. 

Comment: The author of Hebrews contrasts the 

revelations of God brought to the Israelites of 

old by the prophets with that of Jesus. Jesus was 

the perfect revelation of God. Heb. 1:1-3   

Reader:  God, having in the past spoken to the 

fathers through the prophets at many times and 

in various ways, 
 
has at the end of these days 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, through whom also he made 

the worlds.
 

Reader:
 
His Son is the radiance of his glory, the 

very image of his substance, and upholding all 

things by the word of his power, when he had 

by himself purified us of our sins, sat down on 

the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

Comment: Since Jesus was the perfect revelation 

of God, does that mean that there would be no 

further need for prophets? Apparently not for it 

is clear from Rev. 12:7-17 that the dragon 

(Satan) makes war with the saints who hold 

Jesus’ testimony.
 

Reader: There was war in the sky. Michael and his 

angels made war on the dragon. The dragon and 

his angels made war. They didn’t prevail, 

neither was a place found for him any more in 

heaven.
 

Reader:  The great dragon was thrown down, the 

old serpent, he who is called the devil and 

Satan, the deceiver of the whole world. He was 

thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 

thrown down with him. I heard a loud voice in 

heaven, saying,  

Reader: “Now the salvation, the power, and the 

Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his 

Christ has come; for the accuser of our brothers 

has been thrown down, who accuses them 

before our God day and night. They overcame 

him because of the Lamb’s blood, and because 

of the word of their testimony.  

Reader: They didn’t love their life, even to death. 

Therefore rejoice, heavens, and you who dwell 

in them. Woe to the earth and to the sea, 

because the devil has gone down to you, having 

great wrath, knowing that he has but a short 

time.” 

Reader:  When the dragon saw that he was thrown 

down to the earth, he persecuted the woman 

who gave birth to the male child. Two wings of 

the great eagle were given to the woman, that 

she might fly into the wilderness to her place, so 

that she might be nourished for a time, and 

times, and half a time, from the face of the 

serpent.
 

Reader:
 
The serpent spewed water out of his mouth 

after the woman like a river, that he might cause 

her to be carried away by the stream. The earth 

helped the woman, and the earth opened its 

mouth and swallowed up the river which the 

dragon spewed out of his mouth.
 

Reader:
 
The dragon grew angry with the woman, 

and went away to make war with the rest of her 

offspring, who keep God’s commandments and 

hold Jesus’ testimony. 

Comment: So what is Jesus’ testimony? We read in 

Rev. 19:1-10. 

Reader: After these things I heard something like a 

loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 

saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation, power, and glory 

belong to our God: for true and righteous are his 

judgments. For he has judged the great 

prostitute, who corrupted the earth with her 
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sexual immorality, and he has avenged the 

blood of his servants at her hand.” 

Reader: A second said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke 

goes up forever and ever.” The twenty-four 

elders and the four living creatures fell down 

and worshiped God who sits on the throne, 

saying, “Amen! Hallelujah!” 

Reader:  A voice came from the throne, saying, 

“Give praise to our God, all you his servants, 

you who fear him, the small and the great!” 

Reader:  I heard something like the voice of a great 

multitude, and like the voice of many waters, 

and like the voice of mighty thunders, saying, 

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the 

Almighty, reigns! Let us rejoice and be 

exceedingly glad, and let us give the glory to 

him. For the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

and his wife has made herself ready.” It was 

given to her that she would array herself in 

bright, pure, fine linen: for the fine linen is the 

righteous acts of the saints. 

Reader: He said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those 

who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.’” He said to me, “These are true words 

of God.” 

Reader: I fell down before his feet to worship him. 

He said to me, “Look! Don’t do it! I am a fellow 

bondservant with you and with your brothers 

who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God, 

for the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of 

Prophecy.” 

Comment: That the gift of prophecy was manifest 

in the days of the apostles is evident from 

several New Testament accounts. In Acts 11:1-

30 we find the story of one of Peter’s visions 

and of how “prophets” from Jerusalem visited 

Antioch. 

Reader:  Now the apostles and the brothers who 

were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 

received the word of God. When Peter had 

come up to Jerusalem, those who were of the 

circumcision contended with him, saying, “You 

went in to uncircumcised men, and ate with 

them!” 

Reader: But Peter began, and explained to them in 

order, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa 

praying, and in a trance I saw a vision: a certain 

container descending, like it was a great sheet 

let down from heaven by four corners. It came 

as far as me. When I had looked intently at it, I 

considered, and saw the four-footed animals of 

the earth, wild animals, creeping things, and 

birds of the sky.
 

Reader:
 
I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, 

Peter, kill and eat!’ But I said, ‘Not so, Lord, for 

nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered into 

my mouth.’ But a voice answered me the second 

time out of heaven, ‘What God has cleansed, 

don’t you call unclean.’ This was done three 

times, and all were drawn up again into heaven.
 

Reader: Behold, immediately three men stood 

before the house where I was, having been sent 

from Caesarea to me. The Spirit told me to go 

with them, without discriminating.  

Reader: These six brothers also accompanied me, 

and we entered into the man’s house. He told us 

how he had seen the angel standing in his house, 

and saying to him, ‘Send to Joppa, and get 

Simon, who is called Peter, who will speak to 

you words by which you will be saved, you and 

all your house.’
 

Reader:
 
As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on 

them, even as on us at the beginning. I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, 

‘John indeed baptized in water, but you will be 

baptized in the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave to 

them the same gift as us, when we believed in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, that I could 

withstand God?” 

Reader: When they heard these things, they held 

their peace, and glorified God, saying, “Then 

God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance 

to life!” 
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Reader: They therefore who were scattered abroad 

by the oppression that arose about Stephen 

traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and 

Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to 

Jews only. But there were some of them, men of 

Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come 

to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching 

the Lord Jesus.
 

Reader:
 
The hand of the Lord was with them, and a 

great number believed and turned to the Lord. 

The report concerning them came to the ears of 

the assembly which was in Jerusalem. They sent 

out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch, who, when 

he had come, and had seen the grace of God, 

was glad. He exhorted them all, that with 

purpose of heart they should remain near to the 

Lord. For he was a good man, and full of the 

Holy Spirit and of faith, and many people were 

added to the Lord. 

Reader: Barnabas went out to Tarsus to look for 

Saul. When he had found him, he brought him 

to Antioch. For a whole year they were gathered 

together with the assembly, and taught many 

people. The disciples were first called Christians 

in Antioch. 

Reader: Now in these days, prophets came down 

from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named 

Agabus stood up, and indicated by the Spirit 

that there should be a great famine all over the 

world, which also happened in the days of 

Claudius. As any of the disciples had plenty, 

each determined to send relief to the brothers 

who lived in Judea; which they also did, sending 

it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and 

Saul 

Comment: Then in Acts 13 1-4 we learn how those 

who were recognized as having the gift of the 

Spirit of Prophecy shared in the calling of 

Barnabas and Saul to their work. 

Reader: Now in the assembly that was at Antioch 

there were some prophets and teachers: 

Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius 

of Cyrene, Manaen the foster brother of Herod 

the tetrarch, and Saul. As they served the Lord 

and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Separate 

Barnabas and Saul for me, for the work to which 

I have called them.” 

Reader: Then, when they had fasted and prayed 

and laid their hands on them, they sent them 

away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they 

went down to Seleucia. From there they sailed 

to Cyprus.  

Comment:  Sometimes there are false teachers and 

false prophets. Their messages are usually a 

mixture of truth and error. How are errors 

recognized? The story in Acts 15:1-35 tells us 

how the early church dealt with an error. 

Reader: Some men came down from Judea and 

taught the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 

after the custom of Moses, you can’t be saved.”  

Reader: Therefore when Paul and Barnabas had no 

small discord and discussion with them, they 

appointed Paul and Barnabas, and some others 

of them, to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles 

and elders about this question.
 

Reader: They, being sent on their way by the 

assembly, passed through both Phoenicia and 

Samaria, declaring the conversion of the 

Gentiles. They caused great joy to all the 

brothers.
 

Reader: When they had come to Jerusalem, they 

were received by the assembly and the apostles 

and the elders, and they reported all things that 

God had done with them. 

Reader: But some of the sect of the Pharisees who 

believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to 

circumcise them, and to command them to keep 

the law of Moses.” 

Reader: The apostles and the elders were gathered 

together to see about this matter. When there 

had been much discussion, Peter rose up and 

said to them, 

Reader:  “Brothers, you know that a good while 

ago God made a choice among you, that by my 
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mouth the nations should hear the word of the 

Good News, and believe. God, who knows the 

heart, testified about them, giving them the Holy 

Spirit, just like he did to us. He made no 

distinction between us and them, cleansing their 

hearts by faith. 

Reader:  Now therefore why do you tempt God, 

that you should put a yoke on the neck of the 

disciples which neither our fathers nor we were 

able to bear? But we believe that we are saved 

through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they 

are.” 

Reader: All the multitude kept silence, and they 

listened to Barnabas and Paul reporting what 

signs and wonders God had done among the 

nations through them. After they were silent, 

James answered,  

Reader: “Brothers, listen to me. Simeon has 

reported how God first visited the nations, to 

take out of them a people for his name. This 

agrees with the words of the prophets. As it is 

written, 

Reader: After these things I will return. 

I will again build the tabernacle of David, which 

has fallen. 

I will again build its ruins. 

I will set it up, 

That the rest of men may seek after the Lord; 

all the Gentiles who are called by my name, 

says the Lord, who does all these things. 

All of God’s works are known to him from 

eternity.’ 

Reader:  Therefore my judgment is that we don’t 

trouble those from among the Gentiles who turn 

to God, but that we write to them that they 

abstain from the pollution of idols, from sexual 

immorality, from what is strangled, and from 

blood. For Moses from generations of old has in 

every city those who preach him, being read in 

the synagogues every Sabbath.” 

Reader:  Then it seemed good to the apostles and 

the elders, with the whole assembly, to choose 

men out of their company, and send them to 

Antioch with Paul and Barnabas: Judas called 

Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men among the 

brothers.They wrote these things by their hand: 

Reader: The apostles, the elders, and the brothers, 

to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in 

Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: greetings. Because 

we have heard that some who went out from us 

have troubled you with words, unsettling your 

souls, saying, ‘You must be circumcised and 

keep the law,’ to whom we gave no 

commandment; it seemed good to us, having 

come to one accord, to choose out men and send 

them to you with our beloved Barnabas and 

Paul, men who have risked their lives for the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reader:  We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, 

who themselves will also tell you the same 

things by word of mouth. For it seemed good to 

the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay no greater 

burden on you than these necessary things: that 

you abstain from things sacrificed to idols, from 

blood, from things strangled, and from sexual 

immorality, from which if you keep yourselves, 

it will be well with you. Farewell.” 

Reader: So, when they were sent off, they came to 

Antioch. Having gathered the multitude 

together, they delivered the letter. When they 

had read it, they rejoiced over the 

encouragement. Judas and Silas, also being 

prophets themselves, encouraged the brothers 

with many words, and strengthened them. After 

they had spent some time there, they were sent 

back with greetings from the brothers to the 

apostles.
 
But Paul and Barnabas stayed in 

Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the 

Lord, with many others also. 

Comment: John in 1 John 4:1-3 warns us  

Reader:  Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but 

test the spirits, whether they are of God, because 

many false prophets have gone out into the 

world. By this you know the Spirit of God: 

every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit 

who doesn’t confess that Jesus Christ has come 
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in the flesh is not of God, and this is the spirit of 

the Antichrist, of whom you have heard that it 

comes. Now it is in the world already. 

Comment: And in Isaiah 8:19-22 we find another 

test.. 

Reader: When they tell you, “Consult with those 

who have familiar spirits and with the wizards, 

who chirp and who mutter:” shouldn’t a people 

consult with their God? Should they consult the 

dead on behalf of the living?
 

Reader:
 
Turn to the law and to the testimony! If 

they don’t speak according to this word, surely 

there is no morning for them  
 
They will pass 

through it, very distressed and hungry; and it 

will happen that when they are hungry, they will 

worry, and curse by their king and by their God. 

They will turn their faces upward, and look to 

the earth, and see distress, darkness, and the 

gloom of anguish. They will be driven into thick 

darkness. 

Comment: If there are false prophets there must 

also be true prophets but apparently the 

messages of many of the true prophets were not 

preserved to become a part of the sacred 

Scriptures. Such is the case of a modern 

prophet, Ellen G. White. Her many letters, 

testimonies and books have proven of great 

value to those who read them. But they all are 

based on and point to the Scriptures. Some 

quotations from her writings that confirm this 

follow. 

Quotation: In harmony with the Word of God, His 

Spirit was to continue its work throughout the 

period of the gospel dispensation. During the 

ages while the Scriptures of both the Old and 

the New Testament were being given, the Holy 

Spirit did not cease to communicate light to 

individual minds, apart from the revelations to 

be embodied in the Sacred Canon.  

Quotation: The Bible itself relates how, through 

the Holy Spirit, men received warning, reproof, 

counsel, and instruction, in matters in no way 

relating to the giving of the Scriptures. And 

mention is made of prophets in different ages, of 

whose utterances nothing is recorded. In like 

manner, after the close of the canon of the 

Scripture, the Holy Spirit was still to continue 

its work, to enlighten, warn, and comfort the 

children of God. The Great Controversy p. VIII 

Quotation: I recommend to you, dear reader, the 

Word of God as the rule of your faith and 

practice. By that Word we are to be judged. God 

has, in that Word, promised to give visions in 

the "last days"; not for a new rule of faith, but 

for the comfort of His people, and to correct 

those who err from Bible truth. Thus God dealt 

with Peter when He was about to send him to 

preach to the Gentiles. (A Sketch of the 

Christian Experience and Views of Ellen G. 

White, p. 64 [1851]. Reprinted in Early 

Writings, p. 78.) 

Quotation: The Lord desires you to study your 

Bibles. He has not given any additional light to 

take the place of His Word. This light is to bring 

confused minds to His Word, which, if eaten 

and digested, is as the lifeblood of the soul. 

Then good works will be seen as light shining in 

darkness. (Letter 130, 1901.) 

Comment:  The Bible and the Bible only is the 

basis for all Christian faith. We must never 

neglect reading and studying it. However when 

the writings of Ellen White are read alongside 

the Bible, not as being above or even equal to 

the Bible, it will be discovered that the 

Scriptures glow with a new radiance.  

So, dear Reader, try reading the gospels 

alongside the book, The Desire of Ages. Your 

walk with Jesus will be energized and blessed. 


