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Law of God 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: In the World English Bible the word 

“commandment” occurs 294 times and “law” 

occurs 524” times. No civil society can exist 

without laws so it was that when God brought a 

million slaves into freedom one of the first 

things He did was to give them laws by which 

they would be governed. The great principles of 

those laws are expressed in the ten 

commandments that are found in Ex. 20:1-26. 

 Reader:  God
 
spoke all these words, saying, I am 

Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

Reader:  You shall have no other gods before me. 

Reader:  You shall not make for yourselves an idol, 

nor any image of anything that is in the heavens 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 

in the water under the earth: you shall not bow 

yourself down to them, nor serve them, for I, 

Yahweh your God, am a jealous God, visiting 

the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the 

third and on the fourth generation of those who 

hate me, and showing loving kindness to 

thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

Reader:  You shall not take the name of Yahweh 

your God in vain, for Yahweh will not hold him 

guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

Reader:  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy. You shall labor six days, and do all your 

work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to 

Yahweh your God. You shall not do any work 

in it, you, nor your son, nor your daughter, your 

male servant, nor your female servant, nor your 

livestock, nor your stranger who is within your 

gates; for in six days Yahweh made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested 

the seventh day; therefore Yahweh blessed the 

Sabbath day, and made it holy. 

Reader:  Honor your father and your mother, that 

your days may be long in the land which 

Yahweh your God gives you. 

Reader:  You shall not murder. 

Reader:  You shall not commit adultery. 

Reader:  You shall not steal. 

Reader:  You shall not give false testimony against 

your neighbor. 

Reader:  You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, nor his male servant, nor his female 

servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything 

that is your neighbor’s.” 

Reader:  All the people perceived the thunderings, 

the lightnings, the sound of the trumpet, and the 

mountain smoking. When the people saw it, 

they trembled, and stayed at a distance. They 

said to Moses, “Speak with us yourself, and we 

will listen; but don’t let God speak with us, lest 

we die.” 

Reader:  Moses said to the people, “Don’t be 

afraid, for God has come to test you, and that his 

fear may be before you, that you won’t sin.” 

The people stayed at a distance, and Moses 

came near to the thick darkness where God was. 

Reader:  Yahweh said to Moses, “This is what you 

shall tell the children of Israel: ‘You yourselves 

have seen that I have talked with you from 

heaven. You shall most certainly not make 

alongside of me gods of silver, or gods of gold 

for yourselves.
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Reader:  You shall make an altar of earth for me, 

and shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and 

your peace offerings, your sheep and your 

cattle. In every place where I record my name I 

will come to you and I will bless you.
 

Reader:  
 
If you make me an altar of stone, you 

shall not build it of cut stones; for if you lift up 

your tool on it, you have polluted it. You shall 

not go up by steps to my altar, that your 

nakedness may not be exposed to it.’ 

Comment: In Ps. 40:1 – 8 the psalmist expresses 

great appreciation for the super abundant 

blessings received from Yahweh, God. Then in 

a prophetic statement the predicted Messiah is 

represented as One who delights to do God’s 

will because God’s law is in His heart. 

Reader:  I waited patiently for Yahweh. 

    He turned to me, and heard my cry. 

He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, 

    out of the miry clay. 

Reader:  He set my feet on a rock, 

    and gave me a firm place to stand. 

He has put a new song in my mouth, even praise 

to our God. 

    Many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in 

Yahweh. 

Reader:  Blessed is the man who makes Yahweh 

his trust, 

    and doesn’t respect the proud, nor such as 

turn aside to lies. 

Reader:  Many, Yahweh, my God, are the 

wonderful works which you have done, 

    and your thoughts which are toward us. 

They can’t be declared back to you. 

    If I would declare and speak of them, they are 

more than can be numbered. 

Reader:  Sacrifice and offering you didn’t desire. 

    You have opened my ears. 

    You have not required burnt offering and sin 

offering. 

Then I said, “Behold, I have come. 

    It is written about me in the book in the 

scroll. 

I delight to do your will, my God. 

    Yes, your law is within my heart.” 

Comment: The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were 

constantly looking for a way to trap and 

condemn Him so that they could get rid of Him. 

One of those occasions is recounted in Matt. 

22:34-40. 

 
Reader:  But the Pharisees, when they heard that 

he had silenced the Sadducees, gathered 

themselves together. One of them, a lawyer, 

asked him a question, testing him. “Teacher, 

which is the greatest commandment in the law?” 

Reader:  Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.’
 
This is the first 

and great commandment. A second likewise is 

this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
 

The whole law and the prophets depend on these 

two commandments.” 

Comment: In the book of Deuteronomy Moses 

reminds the Israelites of the things that took 

place during their 40 years of wandering in the 

desert. He also reiterated the instructions they 

had received from God and repeatedly urged 

them to obey all that God had commanded. Near 

the end of this book he instructed them to gather 

all the people together, after they had entered 

Canaan, to hear the reading of curses and 

blessings that would come to them when they 

disobeyed or  obeyed God’s laws. The blessings 

are recorded in Deut. 28:1-14. 

Reader:  It shall happen, if you shall listen 

diligently to Yahweh your God’s voice, to 

observe to do all his commandments which I 

command you today, that Yahweh your God 

will set you high above all the nations of the 

earth. 
2 

Reader:  
 
All these blessings will come upon you, 

and overtake you, if you listen to Yahweh your 

God’s voice. You shall be blessed in the city, 

and you shall be blessed in the field. You shall 

be blessed in the fruit of your body, the fruit of 
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your ground, the fruit of your animals, the 

increase of your livestock, and the young of 

your flock.
 

Reader:  Your basket and your kneading trough 

shall be blessed. You shall be blessed when you 

come in, and you shall be blessed when you go 

out.
 

Reader:  Yahweh will cause your enemies who rise 

up against you to be struck before you. They 

will come out against you one way, and will flee 

before you seven ways. Yahweh will command 

the blessing on you in your barns, and in all that 

you put your hand to. He will bless you in the 

land which Yahweh your God gives you.  

Reader:  Yahweh will establish you for a holy 

people to himself, as he has sworn to you, if you 

shall keep the commandments of Yahweh your 

God, and walk in his ways. All the peoples of 

the earth shall see that you are called by 

Yahweh’s name, and they will be afraid of you. 

Yahweh will grant you abundant prosperity, in 

the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your 

livestock, and in the fruit of your ground, in the 

land which Yahweh swore to your fathers to 

give you.
 

Reader:  Yahweh will open to you his good 

treasure in the sky, to give the rain of your land 

in its season, and to bless all the work of your 

hand. You will lend to many nations, and you 

will not borrow.
 

Reader:  Yahweh will make you the head, and not 

the tail. You will be above only, and you will 

not be beneath; if you listen to the 

commandments of Yahweh your God, which I 

command you today, to observe and to do, and 

shall not turn aside from any of the words which 

I command you today, to the right hand, or to 

the left, to go after other gods to serve them. 

Comment: Some 500 years before Jesus came to 

live among us both the kingdom of Israel and 

the kingdom of Judah experienced those curses 

because of their disregard for God’s laws. So it 

was that when the Jews were reinstated in their 

land, they devised hundreds of rules to “help” 

them to keep God’s laws and those rules were 

what they were trying to live by when Jesus 

came. Since Jesus and his disciples did not 

follow those rules, they were accused of 

breaking God’s law. Therefore Jesus found it 

necessary to make the statement found in Matt. 

5:17-20. 

 Reader:  Don’t think that I came to destroy the law 

or the prophets. I didn’t come to destroy, but to 

fulfill. For most certainly, I tell you, until 

heaven and earth pass away, not even one 

smallest letter or one tiny pen stroke shall in any 

way pass away from the law, until all things are 

accomplished.
 

Reader:  Whoever, therefore, shall break one of 

these least commandments, and teach others to 

do so, shall be called least in the Kingdom of 

Heaven; but whoever shall do and teach them 

shall be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Reader:  For I tell you that unless your 

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, there is no way you will enter into the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

Comment: At Sinai God and the Israelites made a 

covenant with each other. God promised to 

guide and provide for them and they promised 

to keep His commandments. This was the old 

covenant but the Israelites failed to remain true 

to it. Ezekiel prophesied that the day would 

come when God would make a new covenant 

with His people. This is what is referenced in 

Heb. 8:8-10. 

 Reader:  For finding fault with them, he said, 

Reader:  “Behold, the days come”, says the Lord, 

    “that I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and with the house of Judah; 

not according to the covenant that I made with 

their fathers, 

    in the day that I took them by the hand to lead 

them out of the land of Egypt; 

for they didn’t continue in my covenant, 

    and I disregarded them,” says the Lord. 
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Reader:  For this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel. 

    After those days,” says the Lord; 

“I will put my laws into their mind, 

    I will also write them on their heart. 

I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people. 

Comment: Jesus, while instructing His disciples 

told them how they could experience this radical 

change of heart – by abiding in Him. John 15:1-

17 

Reader:   “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

farmer.
 
Every branch in me that doesn’t bear 

fruit, he takes away. Every branch that bears 

fruit, he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 

Reader:  
 
You are already pruned clean because of 

the word which I have spoken to you. Remain in 

me, and I in you. As the branch can’t bear fruit 

by itself, unless it remains in the vine, so neither 

can you, unless you remain in me.
 

Reader:  I am the vine. You are the branches. He 

who remains in me, and I in him, the same bears 

much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing. If a man doesn’t remain in me, he is 

thrown out as a branch, and is withered; and 

they gather them, throw them into the fire, and 

they are burned. If you remain in me, and my 

words remain in you, you will ask whatever you 

desire, and it will be done for you. 

Reader:  In this is my Father glorified, that you 

bear much fruit; and so you will be my 

disciples. Even as the Father has loved me, I 

also have loved you. Remain in my love.  

Reader:  If you keep my commandments, you will 

remain in my love; even as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments, and remain in his love. 

I have spoken these things to you, that my joy 

may remain in you, and that your joy may be 

made full. 

Reader:  This is my commandment, that you love 

one another, even as I have loved you. Greater 

love has no one than this, that someone lay 

down his life for his friends. You are my 

friends, if you do whatever I command you.  

Reader:  No longer do I call you servants, for the 

servant doesn’t know what his lord does. But I 

have called you friends, for everything that I 

heard from my Father, I have made known to 

you.
 

Reader:  You didn’t choose me, but I chose you, 

and appointed you, that you should go and bear 

fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that 

whatever you will ask of the Father in my name, 

he may give it to you. “I command these things 

to you, that you may love one another. 

Comment: How do we abide in Christ? There is a 

vast difference between obeying God because 

we have to (to be saved) and obeying Him 

because we want to (because we are saved). 

According to Eph. 2:1-10, that transformation is 

a gift of grace and our response of faith is to 

obey. 

Reader:  You were made alive when you were dead 

in transgressions and sins, in which you once 

walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit who now works in the children of 

disobedience; among whom we also all once 

lived in the lust of our flesh, doing the desires of 

the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, even as the rest.
 

Reader:  
 
But God, being rich in mercy, for his 

great love with which he loved us, even when 

we were dead through our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ (by grace you have 

been saved), and raised us up with him, and 

made us to sit with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come he might 

show the exceeding riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus;
 

Reader:  
 
for by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God, not of works, that no one would boast. For 

we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
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for good works, which God prepared before that 

we would walk in them. 

Comment: Jesus told Nicodemus that he needed to 

be born again. His disciple, John, says the same 

thing to all believers in 1 John 5: 1 – 5. 

 Reader:  Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ 

has been born of God. Whoever loves the Father 

also loves the child who is born of him.
 
By this 

we know that we love the children of God, when 

we love God and keep his commandments.
 

Reader:  
 
For this is the love of God, that we keep 

his commandments. His commandments are not 

grievous. For whatever is born of God 

overcomes the world. This is the victory that has 

overcome the world: your faith. Who is he who 

overcomes the world, but he who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God? 

Comment: Paul, in Rom. 8:1 – 14 clearly contrasts 

what it means to have our lives directed by our 

sinful natures with living in response to the 

Spirit dwelling in our hearts. 

Reader:  There is therefore now no condemnation 

to those who are in Christ Jesus, who don’t walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the 

Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of 

death.
 

Reader:  
 
For what the law couldn’t do, in that it 

was weak through the flesh, God did, sending 

his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 

for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh; that the 

ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

Reader:  For those who live according to the flesh 

set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit, the things 

of the Spirit. For the mind of the flesh is death, 

but the mind of the Spirit is life and 

peace;
 
because the mind of the flesh is hostile 

towards God; for it is not subject to God’s law, 

neither indeed can it be.
 

Reader:  Those who are in the flesh can’t please 

God. But you are not in the flesh but in the 

Spirit, if it is so that the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. But if any man doesn’t have the Spirit of 

Christ, he is not his.
 

Reader:  
 
If Christ is in you, the body is dead 

because of sin, but the spirit is alive because of 

righteousness. But if the Spirit of him who 

raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will 

also give life to your mortal bodies through his 

Spirit who dwells in you..
 

Reader:  
 
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to 

the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if you live 

after the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 

these are children of God. 

Comment: Psalm 19 is a marvelous anthem 

recognizing the gifts of God in his created 

works. Then a reflection on the truth and 

righteousness of God’s law leads to an 

acknowledgement of a need for pure thoughts 

and words. Ps. 19:1-14  

Reader:  The heavens declare the glory of God. 

    The expanse shows his handiwork. 

Day after day they pour out speech, 

    and night after night they display knowledge. 

Reader:  There is no speech nor language, 

    where their voice is not heard. 

Their voice has gone out through all the earth, 

    their words to the end of the world. 

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

    which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 

room, 

    like a strong man rejoicing to run his course. 

His going out is from the end of the heavens, 

    his circuit to its ends; 

    There is nothing hidden from its heat. 

Reader:  Yahweh’s law is perfect, restoring the 

soul. 

    Yahweh’s testimony is sure, making wise the 

simple. 
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Yahweh’s precepts are right, rejoicing the heart. 

    Yahweh’s commandment is pure, 

enlightening the eyes. 

Reader:  The fear of Yahweh is clean, enduring 

forever. 

    Yahweh’s ordinances are true, and righteous 

altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, yes, than 

much fine gold; 

    sweeter also than honey and the extract of the 

honeycomb. 

Reader:  
 
Moreover by them is your servant 

warned. 

    In keeping them there is great reward. 

Who can discern his errors? 

    Forgive me from hidden errors. 

Reader:  Keep back your servant also from 

presumptuous sins. 

    Let them not have dominion over me. 

Then I will be upright. 

    I will be blameless and innocent of great 

transgression. 

Reader:  Let the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable in your sight, 

    Yahweh, my rock, and my redeemer. 

Comment: Friend, do you want to experience that 

new heart, the born again life? When you look 

into that perfect law of liberty do you feel 

condemned because you are holding onto some 

cherished sin? Then flee to Jesus and stay in his 

presence. You must cling to Jesus as the 

branches must cling to the vine then you will 

bear much fruit. 


