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Christian Behavior 
Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: As full-time disciples of Jesus we live 

every day as if in His visible presence. Our 

thoughts and feelings and thus our words and 

deeds are in harmony with Him. This is the 

theme of Rom. 12:1-3. 

 Reader:  Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service. Don’t be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, so that you may prove what is the 

good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.  

Reader: For I say, through the grace that was given 

me, to every man who is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think; but to think reasonably, as God has 

apportioned to each person a measure of faith. 

Comment: Love is the motivating force in the 

Christian’s life. It directs in all relationships but 

is especially evident in the relationships 

between believers. John, the beloved disciple, 

puts it this way in 1 John 2:1-11. 

 Reader:  My little children, I write these things to 

you so that you may not sin. If anyone sins, we 

have a Counselor with the Father, Jesus Christ, 

the righteous.  

Reader: And he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 

and not for ours only, but also for the whole 

world. This is how we know that we know him: 

if we keep his commandments. One who says, 

“I know him,” and doesn’t keep his 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn’t in 

him.  

Reader: But whoever keeps his word, God’s love 

has most certainly been perfected in him. This is 

how we know that we are in him: he who says 

he remains in him ought himself also to walk 

just like he walked. 

Reader: Brothers, I write no new commandment to 

you, but an old commandment which you had 

from the beginning. The old commandment is 

the word which you heard from the beginning.   

Reader: Again, I write a new commandment to 

you, which is true in him and in you; because 

the darkness is passing away, and the true light 

already shines. He who says he is in the light 

and hates his brother, is in the darkness even 

until now.  

Reader: He who loves his brother remains in the 

light, and there is no occasion for stumbling in 

him. But he who hates his brother is in the 

darkness, and walks in the darkness, and doesn’t 

know where he is going, because the darkness 

has blinded his eyes. 

Comment: In Hebrews 10:16-25, the author of 

Hebrews explains the results of this love 

dwelling in the heart. Notice at the end of this 

passage how that love leads us to meet together 

and encourage one another. 

Reader: “This is the covenant that I will make with 

them: 

    ‘After those days,’ says the Lord, 

‘I will put my laws on their heart, 

    I will also write them on their mind;’ 

Reader: then he says, 
 
“I will remember their sins 

and their iniquities no more.”Now where 

remission of these is, there is no more offering 

for sin.  

Reader: Having therefore, brothers, boldness to 

enter into the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 
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by the way which he dedicated for us, a new 

and living way, through the veil, that is to say, 

his flesh; and having a great priest over God’s 

house, let’s draw near with a true heart in 

fullness of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 

from an evil conscience, and having our body 

washed with pure water, let us hold fast the 

confession of our hope without wavering; for he 

who promised is faithful. 

Reader: Let us consider how to provoke one 

another to love and good works, not forsaking 

our own assembling together, as the custom of 

some is, but exhorting one another; and so much 

the more, as you see the Day approaching. 

Comment: . By involving ourselves in activities 

that nurture spiritual growth we are enabled by 

the Holy Spirit to bear fruit to His glory. Our 

choice of entertainment and amusement will 

not, in quality or quantity, distract from the goal 

of being full-time disciples fully engaged in the 

community of faith.  In this way the sinful, 

immoral practices of the world described in 

Eph. 5:1-21 will not find a place to grow. 

 Reader: Be therefore imitators of God, as beloved 

children. Walk in love, even as Christ also loved 

you, and gave himself up for us, an offering and 

a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling 

fragrance.  

Reader: But sexual immorality, and all 

uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not even be 

mentioned among you, as becomes saints; nor 

filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 

are not appropriate; but rather giving of thanks. 

Reader: Know this for sure, that no sexually 

immoral person, nor unclean person, nor 

covetous man, who is an idolater, has any 

inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and God. 

Reader: Let no one deceive you with empty words. 

For because of these things, the wrath of God 

comes on the children of disobedience. 

Therefore don’t be partakers with them. For you 

were once darkness, but are now light in the 

Lord.  

Reader: Walk as children of light, for the fruit of 

the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness 

and truth, 
 
proving what is well pleasing to the 

Lord. Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 

deeds of darkness, but rather even reprove them. 

Reader:  For the things which are done by them in 

secret, it is a shame even to speak of. But all 

things, when they are reproved, are revealed by 

the light, for everything that reveals is light. 

Therefore he says, “Awake, you who sleep, and 

arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 

you.” 

Reader: Therefore watch carefully how you walk, 

not as unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time, 

because the days are evil. Therefore don’t be 

foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 

is.  

Reader: Don’t be drunken with wine, in which is 

dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 

speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs; singing, and making melody in 

your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always 

concerning all things in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to God, even the Father; subjecting 

yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ. 

Comment: A peaceful, trusting relationship with 

God is the basis for being kind and gentle with 

everyone we meet. Reading from Phil. 4:1-9: 

Reader:  Therefore, my brothers, beloved and 

longed for, my joy and crown, so stand firm in 

the Lord, my beloved. I exhort Euodia, and I 

exhort Syntyche, to think the same way in the 

Lord.  

Reader: Yes, I beg you also, true partner, help 

these women, for they labored with me in the 

Good News, with Clement also, and the rest of 

my fellow workers, whose names are in the 

book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always! Again 

I will say, “Rejoice!”  
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Reader: Let your gentleness be known to all men. 

The Lord is at hand. In nothing be anxious, but 

in everything, by prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 

to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 

Reader: Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, 

whatever things are honorable, whatever things 

are just, whatever things are pure, whatever 

things are lovely, whatever things are of good 

report; if there is any virtue, and if there is any 

praise, think about these things. The things 

which you learned, received, heard, and saw in 

me: do these things, and the God of peace will 

be with you. 

Comment: It is evident that we are in a cosmic 
conflict which requires a total commitment to 
Jesus. We read in 2 Cor. 10:3-5 what that 
means. 

Reader: For though we walk in the flesh, we don’t 
wage war according to the flesh; for the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but 
mighty before God to the throwing down of 
strongholds, throwing down imaginations and 
every high thing that is exalted against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ; 

Comment:  The necessity of  being fully committed 

to Jesus is again emphasized in 2 Cor. 6:13-18- 

7:1. 

Reader:  Now in return, I speak as to my children, 

you also be open wide. Don’t be unequally 

yoked with unbelievers, for what fellowship 

have righteousness and iniquity? Or what 

fellowship has light with darkness? What 

agreement has Christ with Belial? Or what 

portion has a believer with an unbeliever? What 

agreement has a temple of God with idols? 

Reader:  For you are a temple of the living God. 

Even as God said, “I will dwell in them, and 

walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 

will be my people.”
  

Reader: Therefore 

“‘Come out from among them, 

    and be separate,’ says the Lord. 

‘Touch no unclean thing. 

    I will receive you. 

I will be to you a Father. 

    You will be to me sons and daughters,’ 

says the Lord Almighty.” 

Reader: Having therefore these promises, beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. 

Comment: Being separate from the world involves 
rejection of common practices even if doing so 
results in personal loss. But to participate in 
some of those practices also can result in 
personal loss. 1 Cor. 6:1-20  

Reader: Dare any of you, having a matter against 
his neighbor, go to law before the unrighteous, 
and not before the saints? Don’t you know that 
the saints will judge the world? And if the world 
is judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters?  

Reader: Don’t you know that we will judge angels? 
How much more, things that pertain to this life? 
If then, you have to judge things pertaining to 
this life, do you set them to judge who are of no 
account in the assembly?

  

Reader: I say this to move you to shame. Isn’t there 
even one wise man among you who would be 
able to decide between his brothers? But brother 
goes to law with brother, and that before 
unbelievers! Therefore it is already altogether a 
defect in you, that you have lawsuits one with 
another.  

Reader: Why not rather be wronged? Why not 
rather be defrauded? No, but you yourselves do 
wrong, and defraud, and that against your 
brothers. Or don’t you know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit God’s Kingdom?  

Reader: Don’t be deceived. Neither the sexually 
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male 
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prostitutes, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor slanderers, nor 
extortionists, will inherit God’s Kingdom.  

Reader: Such were some of you, but you were 
washed. But you were sanctified. But you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and in 
the Spirit of our God. “All things are lawful for 
me,” but not all things are expedient. “All things 
are lawful for me,” but I will not be brought 
under the power of anything.  

Reader: “Foods for the belly, and the belly for 
foods,” but God will bring to nothing both it and 
them. But the body is not for sexual immorality, 
but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. 

Reader:  Now God raised up the Lord, and will 
also raise us up by his power. Don’t you know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I 
then take the members of Christ, and make them 
members of a prostitute? May it never be! Or 
don’t you know that he who is joined to a 
prostitute is one body? For, “The two”, he says, 
“will become one flesh.”

 
But he who is joined to 

the Lord is one spirit.  

Reader: Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin that a 
man does is outside the body,” but he who 
commits sexual immorality sins against his own 
body. Or don’t you know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which 
you have from God? You are not your own,

 
for 

you were bought with a price. Therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s. 

Comment: As ambassadors for the King of kings 
our dress and deportment will be of the most 
refined character. We recognize that true beauty 
is that of the inner being, a gentle and quiet 
spirit, therefore our dress will not be extravagant 
but clean, simple, neat and modest. This is 
evident in 1 Peter 3:1-4. 

Reader:  In the same way, wives, be in subjection 
to your own husbands; so that, even if any don’t 
obey the Word, they may be won by the 
behavior of their wives without a word;

 
seeing 

your pure behavior in fear.  

Reader: Let your beauty be not just the outward 
adorning of braiding the hair, and of wearing 
jewels of gold, or of putting on fine clothing; 
but in the hidden person of the heart, in the 
incorruptible adornment of a gentle and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God very 
precious. 

Comment: Full-time disciples of Jesus call on Him 

whenever they are tempted to idolatry of any 

kind. They know that they cannot serve two 

masters. We read this in 1 Cor. 10:13-33. 

  
 
Reader: No temptation has taken you except what 

is common to man. God is faithful, who will not 

allow you to be tempted above what you are 

able, but will with the temptation also make the 

way of escape, that you may be able to endure 

it.  

Reader: Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

I speak as to wise men. Judge what I say. The 

cup of blessing which we bless, isn’t it a sharing 

of the blood of Christ? The bread which we 

break, isn’t it a sharing of the body of Christ?  

Reader: Because there is one loaf of bread, we, 

who are many, are one body; for we all partake 

of the one loaf of bread. Consider Israel 

according to the flesh. Don’t those who eat the 

sacrifices participate in the altar? 

Reader: What am I saying then? That a thing 

sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is 

anything? But I say that the things which the 

Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and 

not to God, and I don’t desire that you would 

have fellowship with demons.  

Reader: You can’t both drink the cup of the Lord 

and the cup of demons. You can’t both partake 

of the table of the Lord, and of the table of 

demons. Or do we provoke the Lord to 

jealousy? Are we stronger than he? “ 

Reader: All things are lawful for me,” but not all 

things are profitable. “All things are lawful for 

me,” but not all things build up. Let no one seek 
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his own, but each one his neighbor’s 

good.
 
Whatever is sold in the butcher shop, eat, 

asking no question for the sake of conscience, 

for “the earth is the Lord’s, and its fullness.” 

Reader: But if one of those who don’t believe 

invites you to a meal, and you are inclined to go, 

eat whatever is set before you, asking no 

questions for the sake of conscience. But if 

anyone says to you, 

Reader:  “This was offered to idols,” don’t eat it 

for the sake of the one who told you, and for the 

sake of conscience. For “the earth is the Lord’s, 

and all its fullness.”  

Reader: Conscience, I say, not your own, but the 

other’s conscience. For why is my liberty 

judged by another conscience? If I partake with 

thankfulness, why am I denounced for that for 

which I give thanks?  

Reader: Whether therefore you eat, or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 

Give no occasions for stumbling, either to Jews, 

or to Greeks, or to the assembly of God;
 
even as 

I also please all men in all things, not seeking 

my own profit, but the profit of the many, that 

they may be saved. 

Comment: Since Jesus dwells in us by his Spirit we 

choose a life style that contributes to the 

optimum health of body and mind. We avoid 

eating the unclean foods identified in Scripture 

and abstain from all substances and practices 

that excite or benumb the brain and/or injure the 

body. It was not until after the flood that flesh 

was included in the diet and then only the flesh 

of clean animals. We now understand that many 

of the unclean animals are scavengers and thus 

prone to be carriers of diseases. We read about 

these unclean animals in Leviticus 11. Two 

portions of that chapter, Lev. 11:1-23, & 43-44, 

follow. 

  Reader: Yahweh spoke to Moses and to Aaron, 

saying to them, 
 
“Speak to the children of Israel, 

saying, ‘These are the living things which you 

may eat among all the animals that are on the 

earth. Whatever parts the hoof, and is cloven-

footed, and chews the cud among the animals, 

that you may eat. 

Reader: Nevertheless these you shall not eat of 

those that chew the cud, or of those who part the 

hoof: the camel, because he chews the cud but 

doesn’t have a parted hoof, he is unclean to you. 

The cony, because he chews the cud but doesn’t 

have a parted hoof, he is unclean to you.  

Reader: The hare, because she chews the cud but 

doesn’t part the hoof, she is unclean to you. The 

pig, because he has a split hoof, and is cloven-

footed, but doesn’t chew the cud, he is unclean 

to you. Of their flesh you shall not eat, and their 

carcasses you shall not touch; they are unclean 

to you. 

Reader: These you may eat of all that are in the 

waters: whatever has fins and scales in the 

waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, that you 

may eat. All that don’t have fins and scales in 

the seas, and in the rivers, of all that move in the 

waters, and of all the living creatures that are in 

the waters, they are an abomination to you, and 

you detest them. You shall not eat of their flesh, 

and you shall detest their carcasses. Whatever 

has no fins nor scales in the waters, that is an 

abomination to you. 

Reader: These you shall detest among the birds; 

they shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: 

the eagle, and the vulture, and the black vulture, 

and the red kite, any kind of black kite, any kind 

of raven, the horned owl, the screech owl, and 

the gull, any kind of hawk, the little owl, the 

cormorant, the great owl, the white owl, the 

desert owl, the osprey, the stork, any kind of 

heron, the hoopoe, and the bat. 

Reader: All flying insects that walk on all fours are 

an abomination to you. Yet you may eat these: 

of all winged creeping things that go on all 

fours, which have legs above their feet, with 

which to hop on the earth. Even of these you 

may eat: any kind of locust, any kind of katydid, 
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any kind of cricket, and any kind of 

grasshopper. But all winged creeping things 

which have four feet, are an abomination to you. 

Reader: By these you will become unclean: 

whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean 

until the evening. Whoever carries any part of 

their carcass shall wash his clothes, and be 

unclean until the evening. . . .  

Reader: You shall not make yourselves unclean 

with them, that you should be defiled thereby. 

For I am Yahweh your God. Sanctify yourselves 

therefore, and be holy; for I am holy. 

Comment: In 2 Tim 3:1-5 Paul predicts that the 
prevailing behavior of people in the last days 
will be totally godless. 

Reader: But know this, that in the last days, 
grievous times will come. For men will be 
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 
arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 
fierce, not lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God; holding a form of godliness, but having 
denied its power. Turn away from these, also. 

Reader: In Third John 2.John prays, 
  
Beloved, I 

pray that you may prosper in all things and be 
healthy, even as your soul prospers. 

Comment: We see then, that Christian behavior is 
not a means of winning God’s favor or of 
becoming “good enough” to be saved, rather it 
is the natural result of Jesus living within one 
who is being saved. May you let that happen in 
your life.  

 


