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Death and Resurrection 

Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

 

Comment: Death is the lot of all life on earth since 

Adam and Eve sinned. From the very beginning 

God told Adam and Eve that if they sinned they 

would die. Satan, speaking through the serpent 

lied and said you will not die. That lie has been 

perpetuated in the belief that humans have an 

immortal soul. Let’s begin by reading Rom. 

6:12-23. 

 Reader: Therefore don’t let sin reign in your 

mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 

Also, do not present your members to sin as 

instruments of unrighteousness, but present 

yourselves to God, as alive from the dead, and 

your members as instruments of righteousness 

to God.  

Reader: For sin will not have dominion over you. 

For you are not under law, but under grace. 

What then? Shall we sin, because we are not 

under law, but under grace?  

Reader: May it never be! Don’t you know that 

when you present yourselves as servants and 

obey someone, you are the servants of 

whomever you obey; whether of sin to death, or 

of obedience to righteousness?  

Reader: But thanks be to God, that, whereas you 

were bondservants of sin, you became obedient 

from the heart to that form of teaching to which 

you were delivered. Being made free from sin, 

you became bondservants of righteousness. 

Reader: I speak in human terms because of the 

weakness of your flesh, for as you presented 

your members as servants to uncleanness and to 

wickedness upon wickedness, even so now 

present your members as servants to 

righteousness for sanctification.  

Reader: For when you were servants of sin, you 

were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit 

then did you have at that time in the things of 

which you are now ashamed? For the end of 

those things is death. But now, being made free 

from sin, and having become servants of God, 

you have your fruit of sanctification, and the 

result of eternal life.  

Reader: For the wages of sin is death, but the free 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

Comment: Who does have immortality?        Read 

1 Tim. 6:11-16 . 

Reader:
 
But you, man of God, flee these things, 

and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, patience, and gentleness. Fight the good 

fight of faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 

which you were called, and you confessed the 

good confession in the sight of many witnesses. 

Reader:  I command you before God, who gives 

life to all things, and before Christ Jesus, who 

before Pontius Pilate testified the good 

confession, that you keep the commandment 

without spot, blameless, until the appearing of 

our Lord Jesus Christ; which in its own times he 

will show, who is the blessed and only Ruler, 

the King of kings, and Lord of lords; who alone 

has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable 

light; whom no man has seen, nor can see: to 

whom be honor and eternal power. Amen. 

Comment: Solomon, when considering all the 

things that happen to good and bad people alike 

came to the conclusion that everybody ends the 

same way. We read about it in Eccl. 9:1-6. 

Reader:  For all this I laid to my heart, even to 

explore all this: that the righteous, and the wise, 

and their works, are in the hand of God; whether 

it is love or hatred, man doesn’t know it; all is 

before them.  

Reader: All things come alike to all. There is one 

event to the righteous and to the wicked; to the 

good, to the clean, to the unclean, to him who 

sacrifices, and to him who doesn’t sacrifice. As 



26-Death and Resurrection 
 

2 

is the good, so is the sinner; he who takes an 

oath, as he who fears an oath.  

Reader: This is an evil in all that is done under the 

sun, that there is one event to all: yes also, the 

heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and 

madness is in their heart while they live, and 

after that they go to the dead. For to him who is 

joined with all the living there is hope; for a 

living dog is better than a dead lion.  

Reader: For the living know that they will die, but 

the dead don’t know anything, neither do they 

have any more a reward; for their memory is 

forgotten. Also their love, their hatred, and their 

envy has perished long ago; neither have they 

any more a portion forever in anything that is 

done under the sun. 

Comment: The psalmist agrees with Solomon in 

that the dead are not conscious. They have no 

thoughts and cannot praise God for there is no 

breath (spirit) left in them. Psalm 146:1-7 says: 

Reader:   Praise Yah! 

    Praise Yahweh, my soul. 

While I live, I will praise Yahweh. 

    I will sing praises to my God as long as I 

exist. 

Don’t put your trust in princes, 

    each a son of man in whom there is no help. 

 

Reader: His spirit departs, and he returns to the 

earth. 

    In that very day, his thoughts perish. 

Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his 

help, 

    whose hope is in Yahweh, his God: 

who made heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and all that is in them; 

    who keeps truth forever; 

who executes justice for the oppressed; 

    who gives food to the hungry. 

Comment: The story of Jesus raising Lazarus to 

life establishes at least two facts about death and 

resurrection. The first is that Jesus himself 

looked on death as a sleep. The second is that 

Jesus can give life to the dead. Let’s read the 

story as recorded in  John 11:1-46. 

Reader:  Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus 

from Bethany, of the village of Mary and her 

sister, Martha. It was that Mary who had 

anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his 

feet with her hair, whose brother, Lazarus, was 

sick.  

Reader: The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, 

“Lord, behold, he for whom you have great 

affection is sick.”  

Reader: But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 

sickness is not to death, but for the glory of 

God, that God’s Son may be glorified by it.”  

Reader: Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, 

and Lazarus. When therefore he heard that he 

was sick, he stayed two days in the place where 

he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, 

“Let’s go into Judea again.” 

Reader: The disciples told him, “Rabbi, the Jews 

were just trying to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” 

Reader: Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve 

hours of daylight? If a man walks in the day, he 

doesn’t stumble, because he sees the light of this 

world. But if a man walks in the night, he 

stumbles, because the light isn’t in him.” He 

said these things, and after that, he said to them,  

Reader: “Our friend, Lazarus, has fallen asleep, but 

I am going so that I may awake him out of 

sleep.” 

Reader: The disciples therefore said, “Lord, if he 

has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 

Reader: Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but 

they thought that he spoke of taking rest in 

sleep. So Jesus said to them plainly then,  

Reader: “Lazarus is dead. I am glad for your sakes 

that I was not there, so that you may believe. 

Nevertheless, let’s go to him.” 

Reader: Thomas therefore, who is called Didymus, 

said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go also, that 

we may die with him.” 

Reader: So when Jesus came, he found that he had 

been in the tomb four days already. Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, about fifteen 

stadia away. Many of the Jews had joined the 
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women around Martha and Mary, to console 

them concerning their brother.  

Reader: Then when Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went and met him, but Mary stayed 

in the house. Therefore Martha said to Jesus, 

“Lord, if you would have been here, my brother 

wouldn’t have died. Even now I know that, 

whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” 

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Reader: Martha said to him, “I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

Reader: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 

and the life. He who believes in me will still 

live, even if he dies. Whoever lives and believes 

in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

Reader: She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come 

to believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, he 

who comes into the world.” 

Reader: When she had said this, she went away, 

and called Mary, her sister, secretly, saying, 

“The Teacher is here, and is calling you.” 

Reader: When she heard this, she arose quickly, 

and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come 

into the village, but was in the place where 

Martha met him. Then the Jews who were with 

her in the house, and were consoling her, when 

they saw Mary, that she rose up quickly and 

went out, followed her, saying,  

Reader: “She is going to the tomb to weep there.”  

Reader: Therefore when Mary came to where Jesus 

was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, 

saying to him, “Lord, if you would have been 

here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” 

Reader: When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, 

and the Jews weeping who came with her, he 

groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, 

“Where have you laid him?” 

Reader: They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 

Reader: Jesus wept. 

Reader: The Jews therefore said, “See how much 

affection he had for him!” Some of them said, 

“Couldn’t this man, who opened the eyes of him 

who was blind, have also kept this man from 

dying?” 

Reader: Jesus therefore, again groaning in himself, 

came to the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a 

stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the 

stone.” 

Reader: Martha, the sister of him who was dead, 

said to him, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, 

for he has been dead four days.” 

Reader: Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if 

you believed, you would see God’s glory?” 

Reader: So they took away the stone from the place 

where the dead man was lying. Jesus lifted up 

his eyes, and said, “Father, I thank you that you 

listened to me. I know that you always listen to 

me, but because of the multitude that stands 

around I said this, that they may believe that you 

sent me.”
 
When he had said this, he cried with a 

loud voice,  

Reader: “Lazarus, come out!” 

Reader: He who was dead came out, bound hand 

and foot with wrappings, and his face was 

wrapped around with a cloth. 

Reader: Jesus said to them, “Free him, and let him 

go.” 

Reader: Therefore many of the Jews, who came to 

Mary and saw what Jesus did, believed in him. 

But some of them went away to the Pharisees, 

and told them the things which Jesus had done.  

Comment: From the earliest days, even the days of 

the apostles, doctrinal errors have been 

introduced into the Christian Church and 

aggressively taught. In Paul’s day there were 

those in Corinth who taught that resurrection 

from the dead cannot happen. Paul deals with 

that heresy forcefully and extensively in 1 Cor. 

15:1-58. 

 Reader:  Now I declare to you, brothers, the Good 

News which I preached to you, which also you 

received, in which you also stand, by which also 

you are saved, if you hold firmly the word 

which I preached to you—unless you believed 

in vain.  

Reader: For I delivered to you first of all that 

which I also received: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 
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buried, that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared 

to Cephas, then to the twelve.  

Reader: Then he appeared to over five hundred 

brothers at once, most of whom remain until 

now, but some have also fallen asleep. Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and 

last of all, as to the child born at the wrong time, 

he appeared to me also.  

Reader: For I am the least of the apostles, who is 

not worthy to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the assembly of God. But by the 

grace of God I am what I am. His grace which 

was given to me was not futile, but I worked 

more than all of them; yet not I, but the grace of 

God which was with me. Whether then it is I or 

they, so we preach, and so you believed. 

Reader: Now if Christ is preached, that he has been 

raised from the dead, how do some among you 

say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But 

if there is no resurrection of the dead, neither 

has Christ been raised.  

Reader: If Christ has not been raised, then our 

preaching is in vain, and your faith also is in 

vain. Yes, we are found false witnesses of God, 

because we testified about God that he raised up 

Christ, whom he didn’t raise up, if it is so that 

the dead are not raised.  

Reader: For if the dead aren’t raised, neither has 

Christ been raised. If Christ has not been raised, 

your faith is vain; you are still in your sins. 

Then they also who are fallen asleep in Christ 

have perished. If we have only hoped in Christ 

in this life, we are of all men most pitiable. 

Reader: But now Christ has been raised from the 

dead. He became the first fruits of those who are 

asleep. For since death came by man, the 

resurrection of the dead also came by man. For 

as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be 

made alive.  

Reader: But each in his own order: Christ the first 

fruits, then those who are Christ’s, at his 

coming. Then the end comes, when he will 

deliver up the Kingdom to God, even the Father; 

when he will have abolished all rule and all 

authority and power.  

Reader: For he must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet. The last enemy that will 

be abolished is death. For, “He put all things in 

subjection under his feet.” But when he says, 

“All things are put in subjection”, it is evident 

that he is excepted who subjected all things to 

him.  

Reader: When all things have been subjected to 

him, then the Son will also himself be subjected 

to him who subjected all things to him, that God 

may be all in all.  

Reader: Or else what will they do who are baptized 

for the dead? If the dead aren’t raised at all, why 

then are they baptized for the dead? Why do we 

also stand in jeopardy every hour? I affirm, by 

the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus 

our Lord, I die daily. If I fought with animals at 

Ephesus for human purposes, what does it profit 

me? If the dead are not raised, then “let us eat 

and drink, for tomorrow we die.”
  

Reader: Don’t be deceived! “Evil companionships 

corrupt good morals.” Wake up righteously, and 

don’t sin, for some have no knowledge of God. I 

say this to your shame. But someone will say,  

Reader: “How are the dead raised?” and, “With 

what kind of body do they come?”  

Reader: You foolish one, that which you yourself 

sow is not made alive unless it dies. That which 

you sow, you don’t sow the body that will be, 

but a bare grain, maybe of wheat, or of some 

other kind. But God gives it a body even as it 

pleased him, and to each seed a body of its own.  

Reader: All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is 

one flesh of men, another flesh of animals, 

another of fish, and another of birds. There are 

also celestial bodies, and terrestrial bodies; but 

the glory of the celestial differs from that of the 

terrestrial.  

Reader: There is one glory of the sun, another 

glory of the moon, and another glory of the 

stars; for one star differs from another star in 

glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. 

The body is sown perishable; it is raised 

imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised 

in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 

power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
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spiritual body. There is a natural body and there 

is also a spiritual body. 

Reader: So also it is written, “The first man, Adam, 

became a living soul.” The last Adam became a 

life-giving spirit.  

Reader: However that which is spiritual isn’t first, 

but that which is natural, then that which is 

spiritual. The first man is of the earth, made of 

dust. The second man is the Lord from heaven. 

As is the one made of dust, such are those who 

are also made of dust; and as is the heavenly, 

such are they also that are heavenly.  

Reader: As we have borne the image of those made 

of dust, let’s also bear the image of the 

heavenly. Now I say this, brothers, that flesh 

and blood can’t inherit God’s Kingdom; neither 

does the perishable inherit imperishable. 

Reader: Behold, I tell you a mystery. We will not 

all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be 

changed.  

Reader: For this perishable body must become 

imperishable, and this mortal must put on 

immortality. But when this perishable body will 

have become imperishable, and this mortal will 

have put on immortality, then what is written 

will happen: “Death is swallowed up in victory.
]
 

Reader: “Death, where is your sting? 

    Hades, where is your victory?” 

Reader: The sting of death is sin, and the power of 

sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the Lord’s 

work, because you know that your labor is not 

in vain in the Lord. 

Comment: In 1 Thess. 4:13-18 Paul gives us 

another view of Jesus’ second coming and the 

resurrection of “the dead in Christ.” 

Reader:  But we don’t want you to be ignorant, 

brothers, concerning those who have fallen 

asleep, so that you don’t grieve like the rest, 

who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so God will bring with 

him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  

Reader: For this we tell you by the word of the 

Lord, that we who are alive, who are left to the 

coming of the Lord, will in no way precede 

those who have fallen asleep.  

Reader: For the Lord himself will descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with God’s trumpet. The dead in 

Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, who 

are left, will be caught up together with them in 

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. So we 

will be with the Lord forever.  

Reader: Therefore comfort one another with these 

words 

Comment: In John 5:24-30 Jesus clearly identifies 

two resurrections, one a resurrection to life the 

other to judgment.  

Reader:  “Most certainly I tell you, he who hears 

my word, and believes him who sent me, has 

eternal life, and doesn’t come into judgment, but 

has passed out of death into life.  

Reader: Most certainly, I tell you, the hour comes, 

and now is, when the dead will hear the Son of 

God’s voice; and those who hear will live. For 

as the Father has life in himself, even so he gave 

to the Son also to have life in himself.  

Reader: He also gave him authority to execute 

judgment, because he is a son of man. Don’t 

marvel at this, for the hour comes, in which all 

that are in the tombs will hear his voice, and 

will come out; those who have done good, to the 

resurrection of life; and those who have done 

evil, to the resurrection of judgment.  

Reader: I can of myself do nothing. As I hear, I 

judge, and my judgment is righteous; because I 

don’t seek my own will, but the will of my 

Father who sent me. 

Comment: In Rev. 20:1-10 the two resurrections 

are more clearly explained both in terms of who 

are being resurrected and when they take place. 

Reader: I saw an angel coming down out of 

heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great 

chain in his hand. He seized the dragon, the old 
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serpent, which is the devil and Satan, who 

deceives the whole inhabited earth, and bound 

him for a thousand years, and cast him into the 

abyss, and shut it, and sealed it over him, that he 

should deceive the nations no more, until the 

thousand years were finished.  

Reader: After this, he must be freed for a short 

time. I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 

judgment was given to them. I saw the souls of 

those who had been beheaded for the testimony 

of Jesus, and for the word of God, and such as 

didn’t worship the beast nor his image, and 

didn’t receive the mark on their forehead and on 

their hand. 

Reader:  They lived and reigned with Christ for a 

thousand years. The rest of the dead didn’t live 

until the thousand years were finished. This is 

the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he 

who has part in the first resurrection. Over 

these, the second death has no power, but they 

will be priests of God and of Christ, and will 

reign with him one thousand years. 

Reader: And after the thousand years, Satan will be 

released from his prison, and he will come out 

to deceive the nations which are in the four 

corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 

them together to the war; the number of whom 

is as the sand of the sea. They went up over the 

width of the earth, and surrounded the camp of 

the saints, and the beloved city. 

Reader:  Fire came down out of heaven from God, 

and devoured them. The devil who deceived 

them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, 

where the beast and the false prophet are also. 

They will be tormented day and night forever 

and ever. 

Comment: Surely we all want to be among those 

taken to be with Jesus at his second coming, 

either resurrected in the first resurrection or 

taken up without seeing death. In anticipation of 

that wonderful time we would do well to 

respond positively to the appeal Paul sent to the 

Colossians. Col. 3:1-17  

Reader: If then you were raised together with 

Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. Set 

your mind on the things that are above, not on 

the things that are on the earth. For you died, 

and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

Reader: When Christ, our life, is revealed, then you 

will also be revealed with him in glory. Put to 

death therefore your members which are on the 

earth: sexual immorality, uncleanness, depraved 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 

idolatry; for which things’ sake the wrath of 

God comes on the children of disobedience.  

Reader: You also once walked in those, when you 

lived in them; but now you also put them all 

away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 

shameful speaking out of your mouth. Don’t lie 

to one another, seeing that you have put off the 

old man with his doings, and have put on the 

new man, who is being renewed in knowledge 

after the image of his Creator, where there can’t 

be Greek and Jew, circumcision and 

uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 

bondservant, freeman; but Christ is all, and in 

all. 

Reader: Put on therefore, as God’s chosen ones, 

holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, 

kindness, lowliness, humility, and perseverance; 

bearing with one another, and forgiving each 

other, if any man has a complaint against any; 

even as Christ forgave you, so you also do. 

Reader: Above all these things, walk in love, which 

is the bond of perfection. And let the peace of 

God rule in your hearts, to which also you were 

called in one body; and be thankful.  

Reader: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 

in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 

another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your heart to the Lord. 

Reader: Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do 

all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father, through him. 

Comment: Amen and Amen 

 


