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God the Creator and Redeemer 
Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 
(Form two groups, GrpI & GrpII, to read together) 

 
Reader: (Gen 1:1-31) In the beginning, God 

created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
formless and empty. Darkness was on the 
surface of the deep and God’s Spirit was 
hovering over the surface of the waters

3 
God 

said, 

Reader: "Let there be light," 

Reader: and there was light. God saw the light, and 
saw that it was good. God divided the light from 
the darkness. God called the light “day”, and the 
darkness he called “night”. There was evening 
and there was morning, the first day. 

Reader: God said, “Let there be an expanse in the 
middle of the waters, and let it divide the waters 
from the waters.” 

Reader: God made the expanse, and divided the 
waters which were under the expanse from the 
waters which were above the expanse; and it 
was so. God called the expanse “sky”. There 
was evening and there was morning, a second 
day. 

Reader: God said, “Let the waters under the sky be 
gathered together to one place, and let the dry 
land appear”; and it was so. God called the dry 
land “earth”, and the gathering together of the 
waters he called “seas”. God saw that it was 
good.” 

Reader: God said, “Let the earth yield grass, herbs 
yielding seeds, and fruit trees bearing fruit after 
their kind, with their seeds in it, on the earth”; 
and it was so.." 

Reader: The earth yielded grass, herbs yielding 
seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit, 
with their seeds in it, after their kind; and God 
saw that it was good. There was evening and 
there was morning, a third day., 

Reader: 
 
God said, “Let there be lights in the 

expanse of sky to divide the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs to mark seasons, days, 
and years; and let them be for lights in the 
expanse of sky to give light on the earth”; and it 
was so 

Reader:. God made the two great lights: the greater 
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule 
the night. He also made the stars. God set them 
in the expanse of sky to give light to the earth, 
and to rule over the day and over the night, and 
to divide the light from the darkness.  

Reader: God saw that it was good. There was 
evening and there was morning, a fourth day. 

Reader: God said, “Let the waters abound with 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
in the open expanse of sky.” God created the 
large sea creatures and every living creature that 
moves, with which the waters swarmed, after 
their kind, and every winged bird after its kind. 

Reader:  God saw that it was good. God blessed 
them, saying, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” There was evening and there was 
morning, a fifth day. 

Reader: God said, “Let the earth produce living 
creatures after their kind, livestock, creeping 
things, and animals of the earth after their 
kind”; and it was so. God made the animals of 
the earth after their kind, and the livestock after 
their kind, and everything that creeps on the 
ground after its kind. God saw that it was good. 

Reader: God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 
sky, and over the livestock, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.”  

Reader: God created man in his own image. In 
God’s image he created him; male and female 
he created them. God blessed them. God said to 
them,  

Reader: “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and 
subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, over the birds of the sky, and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.”  
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Reader: God said, “Behold, I have given you every 
herb yielding seed, which is on the surface of all 
the earth, and every tree, which bears fruit 
yielding seed. It will be your food. To every 
animal of the earth, and to every bird of the sky, 
and to everything that creeps on the earth, in 
which there is life, I have given every green 
herb for food;” and it was so. 

Reader: God saw everything that he had made, 
and, behold, it was very good. There was 
evening and there was morning, a sixth day. 

(Gen. 2:1-3) The heavens, the earth, and all their 
vast array were finished. On the seventh day 
God finished his work which he had done; and 
he rested on the seventh day from all his work 
which he had done. God blessed the seventh 
day, and made it holy, because he rested in it 
from all his work of creation which he had 
done. 

(Psalm 33:1-9)  

GrpI: Rejoice in Yahweh, you righteous! 

     GrpII: Praise is fitting for the upright. 

GrpI: Give thanks to Yahweh with the lyre. 

     GrpII: Sing praises to him with the harp of ten 
strings. 

GrpI: Sing to him a new song. 

     GrpII: Play skillfully with a shout of joy! 

GrpI: For Yahweh’s word is right. 

     GrpII: All his work is done in faithfulness. 

GrpI: He loves righteousness and justice. 

     GrpII: The earth is full of the loving kindness 
of Yahweh. 

GrpI: By Yahweh’s word, the heavens were made; 

     GrpII: all their army by the breath of his mouth. 

GrpI: He gathers the waters of the sea together as a 
heap. 

     GrpII: He lays up the deeps in storehouses. 

GrpI: Let all the earth fear Yahweh. 

     GrpII: Let all the inhabitants of the world stand 
in awe of him. 

GrpI: For he spoke, and it was done. 

     GrpII: He commanded, and it stood firm. 

Comment 1: Genesis, the first book of the Bible, 
chronicles the early history of mankind on the 
earth. It shows how quickly evil permeated 
almost all of society. This seems to be 
especially a consequence of people living 
hundreds of years. Only eight people survived 
the flood and in subsequent years life 
expectancy quickly dropped to about one 
hundred years. It was then that God called 
Abraham to move away from a sin polluted 
culture and promised to make of his 
descendants a great nation although he had no 
children. Through a variety of difficult 
circumstances Abraham learned to trust God 
and ultimately knew God so intimately that he 
pleads for the deliverance of the wicked cities 
of Sodom and Gomorra. Because of a great 7 
year famine Abraham's grandson, Jacob, with 
his whole family of 75 people, moved to Egypt. 
There instead of amalgamating with the 
Egyptians they grew to be a large and 
distinctive group of people who were enslaved 
by the Egyptians.  

Comment 2: After:400 years God sent Moses to 
deliver them. Really God delivered them for he 
sent plagues upon the nation until they were 
glad to let them go. God led them into the desert 
of Sinai where he instructed them and gave 
them laws that would be the basis for their new 
nation. Then because they did not trust him they 
wandered in the wilderness for:40 years. It was 
near the end of those 40 years when they were 
about to enter Caiman and Moses was about to 
die that Moses reminded them of all this in the 
following way. 

Reader: (Deuteronomy 4:1-31) Now, Israel, listen 
to the statutes and to the ordinances, which I 
teach you, to do them; that you may live, and go 
in and possess the land which Yahweh, the God 
of your fathers, gives you. You shall not add to 
the word which I command you, neither shall 
you take away from it, that you may keep the 
commandments of Yahweh your God which I 
command you. Your eyes have seen what 
Yahweh did because of Baal Peor; for all the 
men who followed Baal Peor, Yahweh your 
God has destroyed them from among you. But 
you who were faithful to Yahweh your God are 
all alive today.. 
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Reader: Behold, I have taught you statutes and 
ordinances, even as Yahweh my God 
commanded me, that you should do so in the 
middle of the land where you go in to possess it. 
Keep therefore and do them; for this is your 
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of 
the peoples, who shall hear all these statutes, 
and say, 

Reader: "Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people.

w
 

Reader: For what great nation is there, that has a 
god so near to them, as Yahweh our God is 
whenever we call on him? What great nation is 
there, that has statutes and ordinances so 
righteous as all this law, which I set before you 
today? Only be careful, and keep your soul 
diligently, lest you forget the things which your 
eyes saw, and lest they depart from your heart 
all the days of your life; but make them known 
to your children and your children’s children; 
the day that you stood before Yahweh your God 
in Horeb, when Yahweh said to me 

Reader: “Assemble the people to me, and I will 
make them hear my words, that they may learn 
to fear me all the days that they live on the 
earth, and that they may teach their children.” 

Reader: You came near and stood under the 
mountain. The mountain burned with fire to the 
heart of the sky, with darkness, cloud, and thick 
darkness. Yahweh spoke to you out of the 
middle of the fire: you heard the voice of words, 
but you saw no form; you only heard a voice. 
He declared to you his covenant, which he 
commanded you to perform, even the ten 
commandments. He wrote them on two stone 
tablets. Yahweh commanded me at that time to 
teach you statutes and ordinances, that you 
might do them in the land where you go over to 
possess it. 

Reader: 
 
Be very careful, for you saw no kind of 

form on the day that Yahweh spoke to you in 
Horeb out of the middle of the fire, lest you 
corrupt yourselves, and make yourself an 
engraved image in the form of any figure, the 
likeness of male or female, the likeness of any 
animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any 
winged bird that flies in the sky, the likeness of 
anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness 
of any fish that is in the water under the earth; 

Reader: and lest you lift up your eyes to the sky, 

and when you see the sun and the moon and the 

stars, even all the army of the sky, you are 

drawn away and worship them, and serve them, 

which Yahweh your God has allotted to all the 

peoples under the whole sky. But Yahweh has 

taken you, and brought you out of the iron 

furnace, out of Egypt, to be to him a people of 

inheritance, as it is today. 

Reader: Furthermore Yahweh was angry with me 

for your sakes, and swore that I should not go 

over the Jordan, and that I should not go in to 

that good land, which Yahweh your God gives 

you for an inheritance; but I must die in this 

land. I must not go over the Jordan; but you 

shall go over, and possess that good land.. 

Reader Be careful, lest you forget the covenant of 

Yahweh your God, which he made with you, 

and make yourselves an engraved image in the 

form of anything which Yahweh your God has 

forbidden you. For Yahweh your God is a 

devouring fire, a jealous God. 

Reader: When you shall father children, and 

children’s children, and you shall have been 

long in the land, and shall corrupt yourselves, 

and make an engraved image in the form of 

anything, and shall do that which is evil in 

Yahweh your God’s sight, to provoke him to 

anger; I call heaven and earth to witness against 

you today, that you will soon utterly perish 

from off the land which you go over the Jordan 

to possess it. You will not prolong your days on 

it, but will utterly be destroyed. Yahweh will 

scatter you among the peoples, and you will be 

left few in number among the nations, where 

Yahweh will lead you away. There you shall 

serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood and 

stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor 

smell.- 

Reader: But from there you shall seek Yahweh 

your God, and you shall find him, when you 

search after him with all your heart and with all 

your soul. When you are in oppression, and all 

these things have come on you, in the latter 

days you shall return to Yahweh your God, and 

listen to his voice. 
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ALL: 
 
For Yahweh your God is a merciful God. He 

will not fail you, neither destroy you, nor forget 

the covenant of your fathers which he swore to 

them. 

Comment: The book of Psalms is a collection of 
poems, chants and songs collected by the 
Israelites from the time of Moses until the 
return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity in 
the 6th century B.C. Most of them were written 
by David. The 90th and 91st Psalms, attributed 
to Moses, reveal his intimate relationship with 
God. and his understanding of God's great love 
and compassion. 

(Psalm 90:1-91:3)  

GrpI: Lord, you have been our dwelling place for 
all generations.  

     GrpII: Before the mountains were born,  

GrpI: before you had formed the earth and the 
world,  

     GrpII: even from everlasting to everlasting, you 
are God.  

GrpI: You turn man to destruction, saying,  

     GrpII: “Return, you children of men.”  

GrpI: For a thousand years in your sight are just 
like yesterday when it is past,  

     GrpII: like a watch in the night.  

GrpI: You sweep them away as they sleep.  

     GrpII: In the morning they sprout like new 
grass.  

GrpI: In the morning it sprouts and springs up.  

     GrpII: By evening, it is withered and dry.  

GrpI: For we are consumed in your anger.  

     GrpII: We are troubled in your wrath.  

GrpI: You have set our iniquities before you,  

     GrpII: our secret sins in the light of your 
presence.  

GrpI: For all our days have passed away in your 
wrath.  

     GrpII: We bring our years to an end as a sigh.  

GrpI: The days of our years are seventy,  

     GrpII: or even by reason of strength eighty 

years;  

GrpI: yet their pride is but labor and sorrow,  

     GrpII: for it passes quickly, and we fly away.  

GrpI: Who knows the power of your anger,  

     GrpII: your wrath according to the fear that is 
due to you?  

GrpI: So teach us to number our days,  

     GrpII: that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  

GrpI:
 
Relent, Yahweh! How long?  

     GrpII: Have compassion on your servants!  

GrpI: Satisfy us in the morning with your loving 
kindness,  

     GrpII: that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days.  

GrpI: Make us glad for as many days as you have 
afflicted us,  

     GrpII: for as many years as we have seen evil.  

GrpI: Let your work appear to your servants;  

     GrpII: your glory to their children.  

GrpI: Let the favor of the Lord our God be on us;  

     GrpII: establish the work of our hands for us;  

GrpI: yes, establish the work of our hands. He who 
dwells in the secret place of the Most High  

     GrpII: will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  

GrpI: I will say of Yahweh, “He is my refuge and 
my fortress;  

     GrpII: my God, in whom I trust.”  

GrpI: For he will deliver you from the snare of the 
fowler,  

     GrpII: and from the deadly pestilence.  

GrpI: He will cover you with his feathers.  

     GrpII: Under his wings you will take refuge.  

GrpI: His faithfulness is your shield and rampart. 

Comment: David, the second king of Israel, lived 
very close to God most of his life. He trusted 
God to bring him to the throne in place of 
wicked Saul. For several years Saul hunted for 
him seeking to kill him because he knew that 
David had been anointed to be the next king. 
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David refused to harm Saul even when it would 
have been easy to do. But when David was fully 
established as king - wealthy and increased with 
goods- he sinned by taking another man's wife 
and had her husband killed in battle. When 
confronted by God he acknowledged his sin and 
repented. 

(Psalm 51:1-17) 

 Reader: Have mercy on me, God, according to 
your loving kindness. According to the 
multitude of your tender mercies, blot out my 
transgressions.. 

Reader: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity. 
Cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 
transgressions. My sin is constantly before me. 
Against you, and you only, have I sinned, and 
done that which is evil in your sight; that you 
may be proved right when you speak, and 
justified when you judge.. 

Reader:  Behold, I was born in iniquity. In sin my 
mother conceived me. Behold, you desire truth 
in the inward parts. You teach me wisdom in 
the inmost place. Purify me with hyssop, and I 
will be clean. Wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness, That 
the bones which you have broken may 
rejoice..Hide your face from my sins, and blot 
out all of my iniquities 

ALL: Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a 
right spirit within me. 

Reader: Don’t throw me from your presence, and 
don’t take your holy Spirit from me. Restore to 
me the joy of your salvation. Uphold me with a 
willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors 
your ways. Sinners shall be converted to you.

 

Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 
the God of my salvation. My tongue shall sing 
aloud of your righteousness. 

Reader Lord, open my lips. My mouth shall 
declare your praise. For you don’t delight in 
sacrifice, or else I would give it. You have no 
pleasure in burnt offering.

 
The sacrifices of God 

are a broken spirit. A broken and contrite heart, 
O God, you will not despise. 

Comment: Even though David and his family 
suffered much as a result of David's sin God did 
not reject him. God's acceptance of David is 

clearly expressed when God spoke to his son 
Solomon who built the great temple to the 
honor of Jehovah God. 

(2 Chronicles 7:11-22 ) 

Reader: Thus Solomon finished Yahweh’s house, 
and the king’s house: and he successfully 
completed all that came into Solomon’s heart to 
make in Yahweh’s house, and in his own house. 
Yahweh appeared to Solomon by night, and 
said to him, 

Reader:  “I have heard your prayer, and have 
chosen this place for myself for a house of 
sacrifice. “If I shut up the sky so that there is no 
rain, or if I command the locust to devour the 
land, or if I send pestilence among my people; if 
my people, who are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then I will 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.  

.Reader: Now my eyes shall be open, and my ears 
attentive, to the prayer that is made in this 
place. For now have I chosen and made this 
house holy, that my name may be there forever; 
and my eyes and my heart shall be there 
perpetually. 

Reader: “As for you, if you will walk before me as 
David your father walked, and do according to 
all that I have commanded you, and will keep 
my statutes and my ordinances; then I will 
establish the throne of your kingdom, according 
as I covenanted with David your father, saying, 
‘There shall not fail you a man to be ruler in 
Israel.’ 

Reader:" But if you turn away, and forsake my 
statutes and my commandments which I have 
set before you, and shall go and serve other 
gods, and worship them; then I will pluck them 
up by the roots out of my land which I have 
given them; and this house, which I have made 
holy for my name, I will cast out of my sight, 
and I will make it a proverb and a byword 
among all peoples. This house, which is so 
high, everyone who passes by it shall be 
astonished, and shall say, 

Reader: ‘Why has Yahweh done thus to this land, 
and to this house?’?' 
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Reader: 
 
They shall answer, 

Reader: Because they abandoned Yahweh, the God 
of their fathers, who brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, and took other gods, worshiped 
them, and served them. Therefore he has 
brought all this evil on them. 

Comment 1: From the time of Adam and Eve there 
had been an understanding that God would not 
always leave mankind subject to evil passions; 
he would provide a way to overcome the 
serpent, the devil. In the Garden of Eden God 
cursed the serpent and said, "And I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; he will crush 
your head, and you will strike his heel." This is 
the first indication that in some way God, 
through one of the descendants of Adam and 
Eve, would bring deliverance.  

Comment 2: Eventually the Serpent would be 
crushed but not without a cost. This promise of 
a Deliverer was repeated over and over through 
the prophets predicting that a descendent of 
Abraham and David would come to bring 
salvation. Jacob, Abraham's grandson, was 
shown this and on his death bed predicted that 
Messiah would come through Judah. 

(Genesis 49:1-10) 

Reader:  Jacob called to his sons, and said: “Gather 
yourselves together, that I may tell you that 
which will happen to you in the days to come. 
Assemble yourselves, and hear, you sons of 
Jacob.  Listen to Israel, your father. 

Reader:  “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, 
and the beginning of my strength;  excelling in 
dignity, and excelling in power. Boiling over 
like water, you shall not excel;  because you 
went up to your father’s bed,  then defiled it. He 
went up to my couch. 

Reader:  “Simeon and Levi are brothers.  Their 
swords are weapons of violence. My soul, don’t 
come into their council.  My glory, don’t be 
united to their assembly; for in their anger they 
killed men.  In their self-will they hamstrung 
cattle. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;  
and their wrath, for it was cruel. I will divide 
them in Jacob,  and scatter them in Israel. 

Reader:  “Judah, your brothers will praise you.  
Your hand will be on the neck of your enemies.  
Your father’s sons will bow down before you. 
Judah is a lion’s cub.  From the prey, my son, 
you have gone up. He stooped down, he 
crouched as a lion,  as a lioness.  Who will 
rouse him up? The scepter will not depart from 
Judah,  nor the ruler’s staff from between his 
feet, until he comes to whom it belongs.  To 
him will the obedience of the peoples be. 

Comment: The Israelites came to believe that this 
Messiah was only for them; they were the only 
ones God loved. They also believed that he 
would come as a conquering king and 
overlooked the numerous references that he 
would come as a suffering servant. Let us look 
at some of these predictions that also reveal 
more of the character of God. 

(Isaiah 41:28,29) 

Reader: When I look, there is no man; even among 
them there is no counselor who, when I ask of 
them, can answer a word. Behold, all of them, 
their deeds are vanity and nothing. Their molten 
images are wind and confusion. 

(Isaiah 42:1-7) 

Reader: “Behold, my servant, whom I uphold;  my 
chosen, in whom my soul delights—  I have put 
my Spirit on him.  He will bring justice to the 
nations. He will not shout,  nor raise his voice,  
nor cause it to be heard in the street. He won’t 
break a bruised reed.  He won’t quench a dimly 
burning wick.  He will faithfully bring justice. 
He will not fail nor be discouraged,  until he has 
set justice in the earth,  and the islands will wait 
for his law.” 

Reader: Thus says God Yahweh,  he who created 
the heavens and stretched them out,  he who 
spread out the earth and that which comes out 
of it,  he who gives breath to its people and 
spirit to those who walk in it.  

Reader: “I, Yahweh, have called you in 
righteousness, and will hold your hand,  and 
will keep you,  and make you a covenant for the 
people,  as a light for the nations; to open the 
blind eyes,  to bring the prisoners out of the 
dungeon,  and those who sit in darkness out of 
the prison. (Isaiah 44:24-28) 
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Reader:  Yahweh, your Redeemer, and he who 
formed you from the womb says:  

Reader: “I am Yahweh, who makes all things;  
who alone stretches out the heavens;  who 
spreads out the earth by myself; who frustrates 
the signs of the liars,  and makes diviners mad; 
who turns wise men backward,  and makes their 
knowledge foolish; who confirms the word of 
his servant,  and performs the counsel of his 
messengers;  

Reader: who says of Jerusalem, ‘She will be 
inhabited;’  and of the cities of Judah, ‘They 
will be built,’  and ‘I will raise up its waste 
places;’ who says to the deep, ‘Be dry,’  and ‘I 
will dry up your rivers;’ Who says of Cyrus, 
‘He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my 
pleasure,’  even saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will 
be built;’  and of the temple, ‘Your foundation 
will be laid.’”  

Comment: Isaiah had predicted that Jerusalem 
would be destroyed although that would not 
take place for another hundred years. Here he 
not only predicts that it will be rebuilt but also 
names the king who would order it to be done! 
Isaiah then continues to tell about the God of 
Heaven who is the real Redeemer. 

(Isaiah 48:17-) 

Reader: Yahweh, your Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel says: 

Reader: “I am Yahweh your God, who teaches you 
to profit, who leads you by the way that you 
should go. Oh that you had listened to my 
commandments! Then your peace would have 
been like a river, and your righteousness like 
the waves of the sea. 

Comment: The Messiah's mission is clearly stated 
in the following messages. 

(Isaiah 61:1-3) 

Reader: The Lord Yahweh’s Spirit is on me;  
because Yahweh has anointed me to preach 
good news to the humble. He has sent me to 
bind up the broken hearted,  to proclaim liberty 
to the captives,  and release to those who are 
bound; to proclaim the year of Yahweh’s favor,  
and the day of vengeance of our God;  to 
comfort all who mourn;  

Reader: to provide for those who mourn in Zion,  
to give to them a garland for ashes,  the oil of 
joy for mourning,  the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees 
of righteousness,  the planting of Yahweh,  that 
he may be glorified. 

(Isaiah 61:8-11) 

Reader: For I, Yahweh, love justice.  I hate 
robbery and iniquity. I will give them their 
reward in truth,  and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them. Their offspring

[a]
 will be 

known among the nations,  and their offspring 
among the peoples. All who see them will 
acknowledge them,  that they are the offspring

[b]
 

which Yahweh has blessed.”  

Reader: I will greatly rejoice in Yahweh!  My soul 
will be joyful in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation.  He has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness,  as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland,  and 
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11 
For 

as the earth produces its bud,  and as the garden 
causes the things that are sown in it to spring 
up;  so the Lord Yahweh will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all 
the nations. 

Comment: But God's great love and compassion 
for mankind, his mercy and grace, his justice 
and everlasting kindness were still not fully 
revealed. That revelation awaited the coming of 
the Messiah, God himself. 
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