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Behold the “Man” 
Bible Reading from the World English Bible 

Comments by Paul McMillan 

Comment: From the dawn of human history the 

hope of regaining paradise lost has been kept 

alive by God’s promises and interventions.  

Indeed to Adam and Eve and to their 

decedents the curse laid on the serpent was 

seen as a promise of a deliverer to come. 

Reader: Yahweh God said to the serpent, " I will 

put hostility between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her 

offspring. He will bruise your head, 

and you will bruise his heel.” (Gen 3:14, 15) 

Comment: That promise was repeated over and 

over again by prophet, priest and king.  Each 

promise added identifying characteristics of 

the promised One.  Jacob blessed his son 

Judah by saying: 

Reader: The scepter will not depart from Judah, 

nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 

until he comes to whom it belongs. To him 

will the obedience of the peoples be. (Gen 

49:10)   

Reader: The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. 

Behold, you will conceive in your womb, 

and give birth to a son, and will call his 

name ‘Jesus.’ He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give him the throne of his father, 

David, and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever. There will be no end to his 

Kingdom.” (Luke 1:30 33)   

Comment: Even the wayward prophet Balaam 

announced that a star would proclaim His 

arrival, 

Reader: I see him, but not now. I see him, but not 

near. A star will come out of Jacob. A 

scepter will rise out of Israel, (Num 24:17) 

Comment: Wise Men in the east recognized the 

sign. And asked -  

Reader: “Where is he who is born King of the 

Jews? For we saw his star in the east, and 

have come to worship him”. (Mat 2:2)   

Comment: The prophets, Micah and Isaiah, 

predicted His Birth in Bethlehem to a virgin 

long before it took place. 

Reader: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, being 

small among the clans of Judah, out of you 

one will come out to me that is to be ruler in 

Israel; whose goings out are from of old, 

from ancient times. (Micah 5:2)   

Reader: Therefore the Lord himself will give you 

a sign. Behold, the virgin will conceive, and 

bear a son, and shall call his name 

Immanuel.
” 
(Isa 7:14) 

Comment: Isaiah also clearly declared his 

mission. 

Reader: The Lord Yahweh’s Spirit is on me; 

because Yahweh has anointed me to preach 

good news to the humble. He has sent me to 

bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, and release to those 

who are bound;  (Isa 61:1)   

Comment: His identification with the oppressed 

and poorest of people was described by 

Isaiah in this way.. 

Reader: Who has believed our message? To 

whom has the arm of Yahweh been 

revealed? For he grew up before him as a 

tender: plant, and as a root out of dry 

ground. He has no good looks or majesty. 

When we see him, there is no beauty that we 

should desire him. He was despised, and 

rejected by men; a man of suffering, and 

acquainted with disease. He was despised as 

one from whom men hide their face; and we 

didn’t respect him.. (Isa 53:1 3) 

Comment: Behold the Man! (John 4:5-15) 
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Reader: So he came to a city of Samaria, called 

Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob 

gave to his son, Joseph. Jacob’s well was 

there. Jesus therefore, being tired from his 

journey, sat down by the well. It was about 

the sixth hour.  

Reader: 
 7 

A woman of Samaria came to draw 

water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 

For his disciples had gone away into the city 

to buy food. 

Reader: The Samaritan woman therefore said to 

him, “How is it that you, being a Jew, ask for 

a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (For 

Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 

Reader: Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 

of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give 

me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and 

he would have given you living water.” 

Reader: The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 

nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. 

So where do you get that living water? Are 

you greater than our father, Jacob, who gave 

us the well, and drank of it himself, as did 

his children, and his livestock?” 

Reader: Jesus answered her, “Everyone who 

drinks of this water will thirst again, but 

whoever drinks of the water that I will give 

him will never thirst again; but the water that 

I will give him will become in him a well of 

water springing up to eternal life.” 

Comment: Behold the Man! 

Reader: Surely he has borne our sickness, and 

carried our suffering; yet we considered him 

plagued, struck by God, and afflicted.  

Reader: But he was pierced for our 

transgressions. He was crushed for our 

iniquities. The punishment that brought our 

peace was on him; and by his wounds we are 

healed. 

Reader: “All we like sheep have gone astray. 

Everyone has turned to his own way; and 

Yahweh has laid on him the iniquity of us 

all.”. (Isa 53:4-6)   

Comment: Behold the Man! 

Reader: Then Jesus came with them to a place 

called Gethsemane, and said to his disciples, 

“Sit here, while I go there and pray.”  

Reader: He took with him Peter and the two sons 

of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and 

severely troubled. Then he said to them,  

Reader: “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even 

to death. Stay here, and watch with me.” 

Reader: He went forward a little, fell on his face, 

and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, 

let this cup pass away from me; nevertheless, not 

what I desire, but what you desire.” (Matt. 26:36-

39) 

Comment: Behold the Man! 

Reader: He was oppressed, yet when he was 

afflicted he didn’t open his mouth.  

Reader: As a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and 

as a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so 

he didn’t open his mouth.  

Reader: He was taken away by oppression and 

judgment; and as for his generation, who 

considered that he was cut off out of the land 

of the living and stricken for the 

disobedience of my people?  

Reader:
 
They made his grave with the wicked, 

and with a rich man in his death; although he 

had done no violence, nor was any deceit in 

his mouth. (Isa 53:7-9) 

Comment: Behold the Man! 

Reader: Now Jesus stood before the governor: 

and the governor asked him, saying,  

Reader: “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Reader: Jesus said to him, “So you say.”
 

Reader: When he was accused by the chief priests 

and elders, he answered nothing.  

Reader: Then Pilate said to him, “Don’t you hear 

how many things they testify against you?” 

Reader: He gave him no answer, not even one 

word, so that the governor marveled greatly.  

(Mat 27:11-14)   

Comment: Behold the Man! 
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Reader:They came to a place called “Golgotha”, 

that is to say, “The place of a skull.” 
34 

They 

gave him sour wine to drink mixed with gall. 

When he had tasted it, he would not drink. 

When they had crucified him, they divided 

his clothing among them, casting lots,
 
and 

they sat and watched him there. (Matt. 

26:33-36) 

Reader: My strength is dried up like a potsherd. 

My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth. 

You have brought me into the dust of death. 

For dogs have surrounded me. A company of 

evildoers have enclosed me. They have 

pierced my hands and feet. I can count all of 

my bones. They look and stare at me. They 

divide my garments among them. They cast 

lots for my clothing.. (Ps 22:15-18) 

Reader: My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me? Why are you so far from 

helping me, and from the words of my 

groaning? (Ps 22:1) 

Comment: Behold the Man! 

Reader: It was the third hour,
[a]

 and they crucified 

him. The superscription of his accusation 

was written over him, 

Reader: “THE KING OF THE JEWS.”  

Reader:
 
With him they crucified two robbers; one 

on his right hand, and one on his left. 
28 

The 

Scripture was fulfilled, which says, “He was 

numbered with transgressors.” 

Reader: Those who passed by blasphemed him, 

wagging their heads, and saying, “Ha! You 

who destroy the temple, and build it in three 

days, save yourself, and come down from the 

cross!” (Mark 15:22-30)   

Comment: Could this crucified Man be the 

promised Deliverer?  Who was this Man? 

Reader: In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made through him. Without 

him was not anything made that has been 

made (John 1:1 3)   

Reader: 
 
The Word became flesh, and lived 

among us. We saw his glory, such glory as 

of the one and only Son of the Father, full of 

grace and truth. (John 1:14)   

Reader: The Creator, became flesh? 

Comment: God had planned from eternity to 

reveal, at the appropriate time, that the 

Creator God would become a man.  Through 

the prophets, priests and kings and through 

the sacrificial services He had prepared the 

way for Jesus’ appearing.  The incarnation 

was the keystone in God’s plan to restore 

paradise lost. 

Comment: But the incarnation was much more.  

Ellen White wrote in Signs of the Times 

August 2, 1905 

Reader: “Christ brought men and women power 

to overcome.  He came to this world in 

human form , to live as a man amongst men.  

He assumed the liabilities of human nature, 

to be proved  and tried.  In his humanity he 

was a partaker of the divine nature.  In his 

incarnation he gained in a new sense the title 

Son of God.” 

Reader: “From all eternity Christ was united with 

the Father, and when he took upon himself 

human nature, He was still one with God.  

He is the link that unites God with 

humanity.” 

Reader: “In taking our nature, the Saviour has 

bound himself to humanity by a tie that is 

never to be broken. Through the eternal ages 

He is linked with us.  “God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only begotten Son.”  

He gave him not only to bear our sins, and to 

die as our sacrifice; He gave Him to the 

fallen race.”  

Comment: Paul speaks of a mystery that was 

hidden until Jesus appeared but he links that 

to a mystery equally wonderful.  Listen. 

Reader: Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your 

sake, and fill up on my part that which is 

lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my 

flesh for his body’s sake, which is the 

assembly; of which I was made a servant, 

according to the stewardship of God which 

was given me toward you, to fulfill the word 

of God, the mystery which has been hidden 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15&version=WEB#fen-WEB-24852a
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for ages and generations. But now it has 

been revealed to his saints, to whom God 

was pleased to make known what are the 

riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of 

glory; (Col. 1:24-27) 

Comment: Dear friend have you acknowledged 

that this Man, this God, died for you? He 

took your death sentence and offers you life, 

a life with God throughout eternity. As you 

ponder: your response let’s look at a letter 

written by John. the apostle. The following 

readings are from First John.  

Reader: That which was from the beginning, that 

which we have heard, that which we have 

seen with our eyes, that which we saw, and 

our hands touched, concerning the Word of 

life (and the life was revealed, and we have 

seen, and testify, and declare to you the life, 

the eternal life, which was with the Father, 

and was revealed to us); that which we have 

seen and heard we declare to you, that you 

also may have fellowship with us.  

Reader: Yes, and our fellowship is with the 

Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ. And 

we write these things to you, that our joy 

may be fulfilled. 

Reader: This is the message which we have heard 

from him and announce to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we 

say that we have fellowship with him and 

walk in the darkness, we lie, and don’t tell 

the truth.  

Reader: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, 

cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us.  

Reader: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

righteous to forgive us the sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we 

say that we haven’t sinned, we make him a 

liar, and his word is not in us. 

Reader: My little children, I write these things to 

you so that you may not sin. If anyone sins, 

we have a Counselor with the Father, Jesus 

Christ, the righteous. And he is the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 

but also for the whole world.  

Reader: This is how we know that we know him: 

if we keep his commandments. One who 

says, “I know him,” and doesn’t keep his 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn’t 

in him. But whoever keeps his word, God’s 

love has most certainly been perfected in 

him.  

Reader: This is how we know that we are in him: 

he who says he remains in him ought himself 

also to walk just like he walked. 

Reader: Don’t love the world or the things that 

are in the world. If anyone loves the world, 

the Father’s love isn’t in him. For all that is 

in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of 

the eyes, and the pride of life, isn’t the 

Father’s, but is the world’s. The world is 

passing away with its lusts, but he who does 

God’s will remains forever. 

Reader: See how great a love the Father has given 

to us, that we should be called children of 

God! For this cause the world doesn’t know 

us, because it didn’t know him.  

Reader: Beloved, now we are children of God, 

and it is not yet revealed what we will be. 

But we know that, when he is revealed, we 

will be like him; for we will see him just as 

he is. Everyone who has this hope set on him 

purifies himself, even as he is pure. 
4
 

Reader: By this we know love, because he laid 

down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers.  

Reader: Beloved, let us love one another, for love 

is of God; and everyone who loves has been 

born of God, and knows God. He who 

doesn’t love doesn’t know God, for God is 

love.  

Reader: By this God’s love was revealed in us, 

that God has sent his one and only Son into 

the world that we might live through him. In 

this is love, not that we loved God, but that 

he loved us, and sent his Son as the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, if God loved 

us in this way, we also ought to love one 
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another. No one has seen God at any time. If 

we love one another, God remains in us, and 

his love has been perfected in us. 

Reader: By this we know that we remain in him 

and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. We have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent the Son as the Savior of the 

world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the 

Son of God, God remains in him, and he in 

God.  

Reader: We know and have believed the love 

which God has for us. God is love, and he 

who remains in love remains in God, and 

God remains in him. In this love has been 

made perfect among us, that we may have 

boldness in the day of  judgment, because as 

he is, even so are we in this world. There is 

no fear in love; but perfect love casts out 

fear, because fear has punishment. He who 

fears is not made perfect in love.  

Reader: We love him, because he first loved us. If 

a man says, “I love God,” and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for he who doesn’t love 

his brother whom he has seen, how can he 

love God whom he has not seen? This 

commandment we have from him, that he 

who loves God should also love his brother.  

Reader: Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ 

has been born of God. Whoever loves the 

Father also loves the child who is born of 

him. By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and 

keep his commandments. For this is the love 

of God, that we keep his commandments. 

His commandments are not grievous.  

Reader: For whatever is born of God overcomes 

the world. This is the victory that has 

overcome the world: your faith. 
5 

Who is he 

who overcomes the world, but he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
 

Reader:
 
He who has the Son has the life. He who 

doesn’t have God’s Son doesn’t have the 

life. These things I have written to you who 

believe in the name of the Son of God, that 

you may know that you have eternal life, and 

that you may continue to believe in the name 

of the Son of God. 

Reader: Little children, keep yourselves from 

idols. 

Comment: Why do you suppose John ended his 

letter with this instruction, “keep yourselves 

from idols?” Perhaps he knows that by 

beholding we become changed. And we 

cannot abide in Christ when idols have our 

attention. So how is it with you? Do you 

really believe that Jesus died in your place? 

Are you willing to “walk just as he 

walked?”If so, then share that decision with 

someone right now. 


